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LIFESAVING DONATION 
Friends advance medicine with robotic, 


living liver transplant 
Va 


By Michael Harrison 
and Kathrine Kuhlmann 
mharrison@ turley.com 


PALMER — There’s much 
buddies TJ Pascale and Owen 
Shaw want to do together. Like 
ride dirt bikes. 

Not this week. Or next. But 
sooner than later. Not long ago 
though, time wasn’t a luxury. 

That changed because a 
friendship refused to let a rare dis- 
ease take one of them much, much 
too soon. 

Pascale, 24, of Palmer, and 
Shaw, 19, of Wales, were just kids 
when they first met, playing in the 
hallways of Monson High School, 
where Pascale’s dad is girls var- 
sity basketball coach and Shaw’s 
mom was director of athletics. At 
the time, their families had no idea 
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that a decade later, this friendship 
would end up being a lifesaver. 
Pascale’s life took an unex- 
pected turn when he was diagnosed 
with primary sclerosing cholangi- 
tis in July 2015, just after gradua- 
tion. PSC is an uncommon disease 


Agee) NP Da a PIOUS asoimllis 
Good friends Owen Shaw (left) and TJ Pascale 
look forward to going dirt biking and other fun 
things now that Pascale has a new lease on life 
since Shaw donated part of his liver to him. 
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of the bile ducts that 
is more common in 
men and can even- 
tually lead to liver 
failure. 

“Tt was quite a 
shock to be honest 
with you because 
coming right out 
of high school, you 
think your life is 
going to really get 
started from there,” 
Pascale said. 

“T had a regu- 
lar physical. I went to my primary 
care provider, and they felt that my 
spleen was big, so they had me go 
to my local hospital. After about a 
week of testing, they found out it 
was PSC.” 

Following his initial diagno- 
sis, Pascale was sent to see a team 


of specialists at Lahey Hospital & 
Medical Center for testing to mon- 
itor his PSC. Being from Western 
Mass., the journey to Burlington 
was arduous, but his trust in Dr. 
Frederic Gordon, director of Liver 
Transplantations and Hepatology, 
and the rest of the team at LHMC 
made each hour-and-a-half drive 
worth it. 

“I was extremely happy to be 
with Dr. Gordon,” Pascale said. 

“T could tell that he was real- 
ly trying to figure it out, but at the 
same time, he really cared about 
seeing me get back to who I was. 
Everyone was extremely nice. That 
was the balance of having to drive 
there.” 

About a year later, the team at 
Lahey found that Pascale’s model 
for end-stage liver disease score, 
which is calculated by a series of 


Courtesy photos 


Owen Shaw (standing) said walking into TJ Pascale’s room two days after transplant surgery in 
which Shaw donated part of his liver to his longtime friend and seeing him already improving is 
one of the best memories of his life. 


blood tests, was high enough to put 
him on the transplant list for a liver. 

“Honestly at that time, I still 
felt decent, so when they told me 
I was going to be listed for a trans- 
plant, it was surprising,” Pascale 
said. 

“T still had the energy, but I 
could tell that the jaundice was 
definitely starting to set in.” 

During his first couple years on 
the transplant list, Pascale’s MELD 
score hovered just high enough to 
keep him eligible while his symp- 
toms progressed to extreme fatigue 
and itchy skin in addition to the 
jaundice. In early 2021, five years 
after he had been listed, Pascale’s 
MELD score spiked, and his symp- 
toms became nearly unbearable. 

“T think it was tough for my 
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COVID-19 


Monson School Committee 
votes to require masks indoors 


By Jonah Snowden 
jsnowden@turley.com 


MONSON - After a lively and 
productive discussion on how to 
open safely while the COVID-19 
pandemic persists, the Monson 
School Committee voted 4-1 at a 
rare Friday meeting to follow CDC 
guidelines, going beyond Gov. Bak- 
er’s policy that wearing a mask in- 
side public school buildings is op- 
tional. 

Staff and students in K-12 will 
be required to wear a mask when 
school resumes. The same medical 
exceptions remain from the past 
year. No one will need to wear a 
mask outside and students who ask 
to go outside for a mask break, will 
be accommodated. 

Board member Alison Mor- 
gan was the lone “no” vote at the 


Aug. 13 meeting after explaining 
she believes in wearing a mask, 
but considers a broad range of is- 
sues, including her speech therapy 
background and how it can affect 
some students. Board member 
Jackie Watts said seeing the metrics 
changed his mind. 

He wasn’t alone. 

“I’m sick of metrics,’ School 
Committee Chairwoman Colleen 
Flynn,” said, somewhat tongue-in- 
cheek, but visibly moved, while 
acknowledging | statistics shown 
during the meeting that 28% of 
town residents age 12-15 are fully 
vaccinated and that 46% of those 
16-19 are inoculated. With just over 
54% of the town’s populations vac- 
cinated, according to available data, 
Flynn said she wants to err on the 
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RECENT METRICS 


DATE CASE COUNT LAST 14 


DAYS 


AVERAGE DAILY INCIDENCE 


PERCENT POSITIVITY 
RATE 


July 22 


July 29 


0 


38% 


3.36% 


9 


*There are currently 23 total cases in town, 4 of which are school-aged 
children. Three other positive cases are family members of multiple 
students (i.e., parents, grandparents, siblings) 


MONSON 


Forum for area homeowners 
afflicted by pyrrhotite Aug. 28 


By Michael Harrison 
mharrison@ turley.com 


MONSON — The devastating 
reality homeowners whose houses 
were built on a foundation of pyr- 
rhotite will be center stage at an up- 
coming forum. 

The activist organization Mas- 
sachusetts Residents Against Crum- 
bling Foundations is holding a pub- 
lic forum 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Aug. 28 
at Granite Valley School that will 
include affected homeowners, state 
lawmakers, a U.S. House member 
and industry officials. 

Michelle Loglisci of Monson, 
founding member of the Mass- 
RACC, will open the event. 

Pyrrhotite, a mineral used in 
home foundations for years, is es- 
sentially a ticking time bomb when 


used that way. It reacts poorly to 
oxygen and moisture, creating rust 
and cracks in the slowly expanding 
concrete. It can 10 to 30 years for 
the cracks to appear. Homeowners 
throughout the region, including 
Palmer, Brimfield, and Wales, have 
homes with pyrrhotite in their foun- 
dations. Some are dealing with it, 
too. Others may not yet be aware. 

“We had hoped to one day sell 
our home to one of our children, 
but the property won’t qualify for 
a mortgage because of this issue,” 
Loglisci said. 

She and her husband were still 
unaware in late 2017 when she read 
a story about a pyrrhotite-affected 
home in Longmeadow. 

“IT knew the person in the ar- 


MONSON I page5 


COMMUNITY 


Palmer Food Share eager to help feed 


the hungry 


By Jonah Snowden 
jsnowden@turley.com 


PALMER - The good news 
is the Palmer Food Share Inc. has 
plenty of food to distribute to those 
in need. 

The bad news is, there are not 
enough people stopping by to col- 
lect it. 

Director of Palmer Food 
Share Inc. Catherine Plouffe said 
the organization would love to 
have more guests come by to pick 
up some of food available. “Right 
now, our larders are full,’ Plouffe 
said. 

“We’ve been open since the 
pandemic and although we don’t 
let the patrons into the building, we 
come out to the porch, take their 
information and bring the food out 
to them.” 

The Food Share is currently 
providing meat and staples like 
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Turley Publications staff photos by Jonah Snowden 
Palmer Food Share Inc. volunteers, such Rocky Blazejowski, look forward 


to serving community residents. 


pasta, bread, water, canned goods 
as well as snacks, personal care 
products, and more. 

“Tt’s to the point that we can’t 
even put anything else in the build- 
ing because we have just got so 
much in stock,” Plouffe said. 

Plouffe said she is appreciative 
of the support they have received. 


“We’ve received personal do- 
nations from people from the food 
share and monetary donations,” 
Plouffe said. 

“T even got a $1,000 grant 
from the Valley Opportunity Coun- 
cil for personal care products that 
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HOLLAND — The Holland Community/Senior Center held a community cookout Aug. 11 at Lake Siog. It was a perfect 
summer day, not too hot, for everyone to come together for some afternoon sun and free burgers, hot dogs and 
fixings at the lakeside beach. See more photos on page 6. 
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CHARLIE AND MURPHY 


Chocolate Labs Charlie (left) and Murphy go 
for a car ride to Starbucks with Nickey Rathbone of 
Palmer. 

Do you have a pet that makes your life special 
(not limited to dogs and cats!)? We feature your pets 
every week here and on Facebook. Just email a 
high-quality jog and some information, including your 
pet’s name, your name, and town, to mharrison@ 
turley.com. 


Monson special 
meeting is Sept. 1 


A Monson Special Town Meeting by Citizen 
Petition has been scheduled for 7 p.m. Wednesday, 
Sept. 1, at Granite Valley School at 21 Thompson 
Street. 

The Select Board voted to hold the Special 
Town Meeting after a Citizen Petition calling for 
the meeting received the 200 signatures required by 
Massachusetts General Law to call the meeting. 

The meeting is open to all Monson registered 
voters. The deadline to register to vote is Aug. 23. 

For inquiries, contact the Monson Town Clerk’s 
office at 413-267-4115 or by email: townclerk@ 
monson-ma. gov. 

You can register to vote online at sec.state. 
ma.us/ovr/. 


August 19, 2021 


YOUNG ENTREPRENUERS 


A sweet summer of selling artisan treat 


By Diane Kane 
Correspondent 


It is the sweet, simple 
things of life which 
are the real ones after 
all. 


~Laura Ingalls Wilder 


BRIMFIELD — Molly 
Grout, 12, is a seventh-grad- 
er from West Springfield and 
spends her summers at Little 
Alum Pond in Brimfield. Mol- 
ly and her friends, Jake, age 14, 
and Lucas Tully, age 11, from 
Fiskdale, came up with a sweet 
idea last summer to start a busi- 
ness at their summer residence 
in Brimfield. 

“T love living on the lake 
during the summer months be- 
cause it’s a small community; 
we spend a lot of time outdoors 
and enjoy the water,’ Molly 
said. 

The three friends were 
looking for something to do to 
make some spending money. 

Their stand is located on 
the corner of Little Alum Road 
and 3rd Street. 

“We call our business 3rd 
Street Sweets,” Molly said. “We 
hand make different variety of 
cookies, brownies, and muf- 
fins. All from scratch and all 
delicious. This year we added 
homemade dog treats to our se- 
lection.” 

The Third Street bakers 
have discovered that running a 
business isn’t all fun and games. 
In Molly’s opinion, “The hard- 
est part of running our own op- 
eration is organizing each team 
member’s special part.” 

Jake and Lucas find man- 
aging time the night before a 
sale challenging. But, Molly 
said, “We are proud to estimate 
and plan our products so that we 
can sell out each weekend.” 

Molly, Jake, and Lucas 
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Courtesy photos by Pamela Tully 


Jake Tully, Molly Grout, and Lucas Tully of 3rd Street Sweets. 


spend every weekend at their 
bake sale table at Little Alum 
Pond. “We advertise with signs 
on the road and Alum Lake 
Association Facebook page, 
as well as word of mouth, and 
holding signs as cars travel to- 
wards our street stand,’ Molly 
said. 

“We have made several 
short Facebook videos giving 
reports of the news on our lake. 
We call it ‘3rd St. News in LA’ 
It’s silly, and rehearsals can get 
a little crazy, but it is fun.” 

There’s more to the kids’ 
motivation than just passing 
time over summer. 

“We earn money for two 
reasons,” Molly said. 

“One, we are kids and want 
money. But there is more to 
their mission. When I get older, 
I wish to be a surgeon so I can 
help people.” 

So, she’s not wasting any 
time. 3rd Street gives part of its 


proceeds to the Dana Farber As- 
sociation. 

The business is a team ef- 
fort, and they are thankful for 
their family support. 

“Our parents have helped 
us by supplying ingredients, 
bringing us to the store to buy 
supplies, and use their kitch- 
ens!” Molly said. 

“Our customers have 
helped us out by buying our 
delicious treats and leaving re- 
views on Facebook, as well as 
returning each weekend to buy 
more.” 

Talking about what she 
liked best about the business, 
she said, “baking and teamwork 
and talking to our customers.” 

When Molly, Jake, and Lu- 
cas aren’t busy baking for 3rd 
for Street Sweets, they still en- 
joy cooking. 

“Other special events that 
Jake, Lucas, and I participate 
in during the summer include 
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weekly cooking challenges,” 
Molly said. 

Think “Master Chef Ju- 
nior” and “Chopped.” 

“Our moms get to sample 
and judge our creations based 
on presentation, use of ingredi- 
ents, and taste,’ Molly said. 

Jake and Lucas have oth- 
er claims to fame. Jake is a 
self-professed professional 
cherry pit spitter, and Lucas 
takes pride as a professional 
eater. They also enjoy tubing, 
water skiing, barefooting, kay- 
aking, and swimming in the 
water. 

Molly encourages 
kids to try baking. 

“T think having bake sales 
is something other kids should 
try because it’s fun to bake, 
and even if you don’t have a 


other 


The young entrepreneurs picking berries to use in their hand-craft- 


s yields life lessons 
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bake sale, it’s fun to sample the 
sweets,” she said. 

Details on 3rd on Street 
Treats bake sales can be found 
on The Little Alum Facebook 
page and the GHE-Grout House 
Entertainment Facebook page. 

“We generally hold our 
bake sale on Saturdays 12:30-2 
or Sundays 10-12 on the corner 
of Little Alum Road and 3rd 
Street. at Little Alum Pond, de- 
pending on the weather,” Molly 
said. “ 

We post the times the day 
before. And we often bake for 
four hours the night before the 
sale. Thank you for your in- 
terest in 3rd Street Sweets. We 
hope you stop by to purchase a 
homemade treat!” 


CLASSIC CARS & TV STARS 


Car show will feature cast members of ‘Dukes of Hazzard’ 


By Jonah Snowden 
jsnowden@turley.com 


PALMER - Residents of Palmer and 
surrounding areas are in store for a few 
days of fun before the summer weather 
disappears. 

An upcoming car show called Fan 
Fest will be a multiple-day event at Pu- 
laski Park and feature vendors, televi- 
sion stars, face painting, a bounce house 
for the kids, musical performances and 
more. Event organizer Todd Russo said 


he figured since he grew up in Palmer, he Georgia, 


SCANTIC VALLEY YMCA 


FAMILY FUN 


would put together a special event sim- 
ilar to the one he would drive 10 to 12 
hours to attend. Since this will be a car 
show, Russo said he was also able to get 


Russo said the event is becoming a 
tourist attraction with interest from peo- 
ple far from Palmer. 

“The first ticket that I sold was 
someone from the UK,” Russo said. 

“I also have people coming from 
Pennsylvania, 


and Canada. 


FESTIVAL ‘ux 


brought to you by the MIGHTY program 


SATURDAY, AUGUST 28 | 10am- 12pm 


¢ Kids/Family ZUMBA 
¢ Yoga & Dance 


¢ Games 

e Arts & Crafts 

¢ Healthy Snacks 

¢ Smoothie Samples 
¢ GIVEAWAYS! 


WHOLE 
FAMILY! 


¢ Learn about Programs 
and Services at the Y 


¢ Special Promotions! 


Baystate MIGHTY Program sponsored in part by a generous grant from Kohl's Cares. 
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SCANTIC VALLEY YMCA « 45 Post Office Park, Wilbraham, MA 
413.596.2749 ¢ www.springfieldy.org 


This is something you don’t usually see 
in the Town of Palmer. I am hoping that 
the local people support this event, come 
out and have a good time, that they bring 


cast members from the TV shows “The _ their kids.” 
Dukes of Hazzard” as well as the reality Fan Fest will be held rain or shine, 
show “Duck Dynasty.” Russo said. 


The four-day event will begin with 
a VIP dinner with the cast and crew of 
“The Dukes of Hazzard” and Mountain 
Man of “Ducky Dynasty” at Russo’s 
Lakeside Seafood and Steakhouse on 
Friday, Sept. 3. The rest of the event, 
which will be a meet and greet and clas- 


WORKSHOPI3? 


Is Proud to Present this 
Fundraising Event. 


sic car show, will take place at Pulaski 
Park on Sept. 4 and Sept. 5 from 10 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. Admission is $30 for adults and 
$10 for kids 6 to 12. Children under 6 are 


admitted free. 


For those who want to participate 
in the classic car show, the entry fee is 
$20 for the driver and any accompanying 
adults and $10 for each accompanying 


child. 


For more information on this event 
or to order a ticket, call Russo at 413- 
813-5556 or visit the Northern Hazzard 


Dukes Facebook page. 


Grenville Park 73 Church St., Ware, MA 


Saturday, August 28th, 4to 10pm 


(Rain Date August 29th) 


Live Music ¢ Food Trucks « Beer Garden 


Rock to the 
Music of... 


Mass 
¥ ¢ Cultural 
Council 


zicountrybank 


Some food trucks will only be accepting cash. 
No coolers, No pets, No outside food or drinks 
For more information go to workshop! 3.org 


vited to attend. 


Insurance 
meeting Aug. 25 


PALMER — An important meeting of the 
Palmer Insurance Committee will be held at 2 p.m. 
Wednesday, Aug. 25, in the Council Committee 
Room in Palmer Town Hall. 

The Committee will be reviewing the bids sub- 
mitted for the new insurance company for all town 
employees and the town’s retirees. The public is in- 


Blue Trail 


deadline for 
submissions 


Mondays. 
We appreciate 


readers. 
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Join C4R Saturday 


REGIONAL -— Join Chicopee 4Rivers on Sat- 
urday, Aug. 21 for a paddle on the Quaboag River 


Gather at 8:30 a.m. at the Quaboag Pond boat 
ramp and paddle to Rt. 67/9 rest area. 

We launch by 9 a.m. 

It’s a 7.25 mile paddle. 

Coming with a friend? Consider carpooling and 
place a car at the end then meet at the pond. 

This is a great flat-water paddle, a good oppor- 
tunity to get out and enjoy the river. 

RSVP welcome, contact Jim at jemerson9479 @ 
yahoo.com or chicopeewatershed @ gmail.com. 


The Journal Register 
has changed its firm 
public 

to PHONE 
Mondays. To get your 
submission in for that 
week’s edition, email 
Editor at mharrison@ 
turley.com or call the 
Office at 413-283- 
8393 by noon on 


413.283.8393 
Fax: 413.283.7107 
Subscriptions: 413.283.8393 


EMAIL 
Advertising Sales 
413.283.8393 
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Michael Harrison 
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MA, 01069. 


The Journal Register will 
gladly correct factual errors that 
appear in this paper. Corrections 
or clarifications will always ap- 
pear on Page 2 or 3. To request 
a correction, send information to 
Editor at mharrison @turley.com, 
or call 283-8393, extension 236. 
Corrections may also be request- 
ed in writing at: Journal Register, 
Attn: Editor 24 Water St., Palmer, 


Staff Writer 
Jonah Snowden 
jsnowden@turley.com 
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OBITUARY POLICY 


Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries. 

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place. 

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $100, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made only when the family 
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 


PERCENTAGES OF 
VACCINATIONS IN MONSON 


Age Percentage Percentage 
Partially Fully 
Vaccinated Vaccinated 
12-15 39% 28% 
16-19 52% 46% 
Town 59% 54% 
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side of caution. 

After Superintendent Cheryl Clarke’s report and 
an open session, Flynn opened the discussion by say- 
ing the school committee seeks to balance the public’s 
wishes with findings and conclusions from other public 
officials. 

“My big thing here is that we finally got the kids 
back to school, what can we do to keep them there for 
the remainder of this entire school year?” Flynn said. 

“That is the critical thing. I personally cannot do 
another year of remote and anything I can do in my 
community, keep the numbers down to keep my kid in 
school, that’s my big focus tonight.” 

Further into the discussion, Flynn said she recom- 
mends the district follow the CDC’s guideline, one of 
which is for students in grades K-12, staff and visitors, 
to wear face masks indoors, regardless of vaccination 
status. 

“We strongly recommend it and I think that the 
families need to make that choice and if they are con- 
cerned with the contracting and spreading COVID, then 
they should send their children to school with masks,” 
Flynn said. 

Nurse Leader at Quarry Hill Community School 
Karen Fedora, who was asked to speak by Flynn, said 
she had many conversations around masking during the 
summer. 

“T know that there is a wave of people that like to 
talk about my choice, ‘my body my choice,’ personal 
freedom, and me personally, I don’t see this as a per- 
sonal freedom. I see this as a personal health issue,” 
Fedora said. 

“This is a disease that became prevalent and the 
government came right out and said, “This is not a per- 
sonal freedom. This is a public health issue and we are 
going to vaccinate the masses.’” 

Fedora, who drew the parallel to a government ban 
on smoking indoors — after it was accepted that sec- 
ond-hand smoke puts others at-risk for cancer and oth- 
er health issues — said if people do not wear a mask, 
which they have the right to do, they are putting others 
at risk. 

Morgan also gave her perspective on the CDC’s 
guidelines. 

“The only concern is this only occurring inside of 
a school building,’ Morgan said. 

“It’s not protecting our community, because we 
are still going to grocery stores and still going to com- 
munity events. We’re still doing things in town without 
having those other protections for us to be so strongly 
mandating this.” 


School Committee Vacancy 


The Town of Palmer has a current School 
Committee vacancy on the Palmer Public 
School Committee that the Town Coun- 
cilors and remaining School Committee 
members will vote to fill at a joint meeting 
in October 2021. The term of the appoint- 
ment will be until 6/30/2022. The Council 
President is requesting that any residents in- 
terested in being considered for this vacancy 
submit a letter of interest to: 

Town Manager, 4417 Main St., Palmer MA 
01069 by 4:30pm on October 1, 2021. 


Councilor Vacancy 


The Town of Palmer has a current 
Councilor (At-Large) vacancy on the Town 
Council that the remaining Councilors 
will vote to fill at a meeting in October 
2021. The term of the appointment will be 
until 6/30/2022. The Council President 
is requesting that any residents interested 
in being considered for this 
vacancy submit a letter of interest to: 
Town Manager, 4417 Main St., Palmer 
MA 01069 by 4:30pm on October 1, 2021 
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First Church welcomes 
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new Sunday School Superintendent 


By Kimberly Palmucci 
Correspondent 


MONSON — The First Church 
of Monson has welcomed a new Sun- 
day School Superintendent who is no 
stranger to the town. 

Erin Greene Wallace, who has an 
extensive background in theater and op- 
erates Greene Room Productions, will 
bring her “skills and enthusiasm” to the 
new role, she said. 

“My goal is to develop this cohe- 
sive program for the kids that makes the 
lessons really accessible and meaning- 
ful to them,” Wallace said. 

“T’ve gone to Sunday School in the 
past and I remember particular moments 
that were super meaningful because the 
lessons were taught in a different way.” 

Wallace said her role will include 
teaching Sunday School and overseeing 
other church programs. She has a back- 
ground in theater production, costume 
and set design, public speaking, and is 
the co-founder and executive director 
of Greene Room Productions, a theater 
production and educational outreach 
non-profit. 

“My goal is to make it as accessi- 
ble as I can and create a community for 
the kids, where they are learning from 
each other and building a super positive 
community to practice spirituality in,” 
she said. 

Wallace said she has experience 
working with children of all ages 
through theater workshops, and added 
that when she worked with children pre- 
viously, she prided herself on the fact 
that the students were not just learning 
theater, but also important life skills and 


lessons as well. 

“I’m hoping I can put some of that 
into what we do at Sunday school, so 
that the kids are learning all sorts of dif- 
ferent things through the vehicle of the 
Bible,’ she said. 

The First Church’s official start of 
Sunday School will be Sunday, Sept. 
12. The program is open to everyone. 

“You don’t have to be a church-go- 
ing person to start going to church,” 


a 


Us 


Monson. 


Wallace said. 

“There’s no experience 
needed. Starting anytime is 
great, and I’m hoping we will 
get a variety of ages.” 

It’s an opportunity for kids 
who might be experiencing 
some inner turmoil to find relief. 

“When you’re having a 
tough time, there’s always 
somebody that you can turn to, 
either within your communi- 
ty or through prayer,’ Wallace 
said. 

“That part of it has to be 
taught.” 

Wallace was born in Penn- 
sylvania and grew up in Mon- 
son, adding that she has “a deep 
connection to the area” and cur- 
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— photos 
Co-Founder and Executive Director of Greene 
Room Productions, Erin Greene Wallace, the new 
Sunday School Superintendent at First Church of 
Monson said she returned to her hometown after 
realizing what she missed about small-town life. 


Erin Greene Wallace, shown here at Monson Summer Theater’s production 
of “Fame,” is the new Sunday School Superintendent at First Church of 


rently resides in the town. 

“T love Monson,” she said. 

“When I was younger, I was very 
excited to grow up and move out. Once 
I was gone, I came to the conclusion... 
there’s no place like home,” she added. 
“Monson is a really special communi- 
ty.” 

Certain experiences over the past 
10 years, such as the tornado of 2011 
and now the COVID-19 pandemic, 
could have “torn a community apart,” 
Wallace said, but instead, she feels the 
community of Monson was brought 
closer together. 

“Those experiences have really 
strengthened us to have an outward look 
at what we can do for others,” she said. 


Sign up for annual 
Monson ‘town wide” 


tag sale 


MONSON — There’s still time to register as a seller for the 
the First Church of Monson’s annual Town-Wide Tag Sale sched- 


uled for 8 a.m.- 4 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 4. 


“This year’s event promises to be better than ever with resi- 
dents having had the time to clean out basements, attics, and ga- 
rages,” Carolyn Horacek, one of the organizers, said. 

In past years, there have been more than 100 sites across town 
available for bargain hunters of all sorts, including furniture, an- 
tiques, clothing, jewelry, and anything else under the sun, Horacek 


said. 


Prospective sellers can buy a “star” to put on their front lawn 
with a number corresponding to a location on a map. To apply, 
visit firstchurchmonson.org, click on the “Town-Wide Tag Sale” 
logo, and fill out and submit the form online. The cost has re- 
mained the same, at $10 for individual sites and $25 for multiple 


family sites. 


As per other years, advertising booklets and a much improved 
and detailed map will be available for sale at several locations in 
town, including at the First Church parking lot on High Street and 
in front of Memorial Hall on Main Street. The cost is $5 and “well 
worth it to see where all the bargains will be,’ Horacek said. 

“To add to the party atmosphere, a barbeque will be running 
during the day starting at 11 a.m. in the church parking lot. Previ- 
ous year’s food offerings have been both yummy and affordable,” 


she said. 
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1455 N. Main Street, Third Floor £ 
Palmer, MA 01069 
facebook.com/topfloorlearningpalmer 


Top Floor Learning, a privately funded 
non-profit corporation, has been helping 
others help themselves for 35 years with 

its Adult Basic Education programs. 
What makes Top Floor Learning 


personalized instruction. 


outdoor Disney film 


BRIMFIELD — Before 
Hitchcock Free Academy switch- 
es into its fall programing mode, 
everyone is invited to an outdoor 
showing of the Disney animat- 
ed classic “Zootopia” Saturday, 
Aug. 21. Admission is free. 

Pack a picnic supper or enjoy 
dinner from the Maddie’s Dogs 
food truck. This free animated 
adventure features the exploits 
of bunny Officer, Judy Hopps, 
and her fox sidekick, Nick Wilde 
as they work to solve the case of 
the disappearing mammals in the 
mythical metropolis of Zootopia. 

Zootopia, and the Sept. | 
concert on the common by the 
James Paul Band mark the end 
of Hitchcock Academy’s summer 
programming. However, HFA 
looks to September with a full 
schedule of classes and events to 
welcome fall. Starting on Sept. 9, 
HFA will offer ages 7 and up be- 
ginner to advanced guitar lessons. 
The lessons will include acoustic 


or electric guitar, introduction to how to read tablature. 


unique is its 


e 
0 P E N conversation classes) 
For ¢ Citizenship preparation 
Wie m™ © Basic Computer Skills 
e Resume Writing 
e 


Let TFL's method of One-to-One private 
tutoring help you reach your goals with: 
We Are ' 
Back 


Basic reading, writing and math skills 

¢ High School Equivalency Exam (GED) 
preparation 

English Language Instruction (including 


Tutoring for specialized licenses and tests 
such as: ASVAB, SAT and TOEFL 


WE ARE LOOKING FOR 
VOLUNTEERS 


WE HAVE A NEW DIRECTOR! 
Contact Donna Kimball at 
dkimball@topfloorlearning.org 


ST 
Meet STORM - 
Our Newest 
Team Member! 


Do you want to learn how to: 
e Use a computer ¢ Email 


¢ Create a Facebook page, etc.? 


COMPUTER HELP IS HERE! 


ae) “like” us on 


facebook 


facebook.com/topfloorlearningpalmer 
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% Celebrate your loved one's life by donating 
to Top Floor Learning in their memory. 


Need. raakelacmlahielauitcherelamelameat-m-)ele)\.-Fa@-| |B a iciyl-peyeva) 


Courtesy photo 
The Disney animated classic, 
“Zootopia” will be presented 
free on the outdoor screen at 
Hitchcock Free Academy in 
Brimfield at dusk Saturday, 
Aug. 21. 


music theory and instruction in 


WE'RE STILL 
OPEN! 
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Auto Repair 


(Up to $50/Parts BAR nce valid with other coupon offers) 
e Automatic Transmission Service 


e FREE Towing during working hours 
(to Jackson's for repair within 15 mile radius) 
¢ Quality Pre-Owned Vehicles * Snow Tire Changeover 


Sales & Service 


HFA winds down summer with free 


On Sept. 18, Hitchcock pres- 
ents its inaugural Fore a Good 
Cause golf tournaments at Her- 
itage Country Club in Charlton. 
Registration includes 18 holes 
of golf at central Massachusetts’ 
premier public course, cart, priz- 
es, and a steak dinner. 

A continuing program be- 
gins Sept. 15 and runs weekly 
through Oct. 6 on Wednesdays 
from 6 to 9 pm as Hitchcock of- 
fers lessons in painting through 
ArtSong, an arts enrichment pro- 
gram that provides a framework 
for creativity and self-expression. 
The four-week workshop teaches 
the essential of how to draw and 
paint using acrylic paint. 

Through demonstration and 
application each student will cre- 
ate their own original artwork. 
Registration information for 
this and all Hitchcock Academy 
courses can be found at hitch- 
cockacademy.org under “Current 
Classes.” 
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GUEST COLUMN 
When is memory 
recall an exercise 
in futility? 


ometimes life just happens. We get so 
busy that we skim over things that are 


really important: like making meals and 
eating them. 

Recently, after a labor 
intense day, while stretch- 
ing out in a recliner, a cer- 
tain someone, (who shall re- 
main anonymous), playfully 
ping-ponged questions: 

“Ts dinner ready?” 

“No. Not yet. But ’'m 
working on a_ half-baked 
idea for a column.” 

“Did you forget that it’s 
time to eat?” 

“Nope. And, apparently you didn’t either.” 

Usually while dinner is being prepared and 
then served, the TV blasts the news along with 
non-stop commercials. Lately, because it’s 
nearly our area’s back-to-school time, it seems 
that Memory Foam is being endlessly market- 
ed, with the intention of making a high-density 
impact with ads from gel-shoe inserts to comfy 
pillows, mattresses and more. 

Admittedly, from toddler to 
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tweens, 


throughout adult years, and into senior years 
we’ve all had memory misfires and have mis- 
placed things. How many of us put things in 
a special spot, only to absolutely forget where 


that was, and what that important item was, and 
where we put it? 

Thus, after another memory foam com- 
mercial, a conversation ensured. 

“There’s another enterprise area that mem- 
ory foam should consider.” 

“Really?” 

“Usually people of all ages have recall or 
memory issues. Right?” 

“You're not inferring that dinner was late 
because I forgot it, are you?” 

“Nope. I just thought that  there’s 
a new market for memory foam.” 
Puzzled by that question, a rubber-band-like re- 
ply bounced back, “Don’t you think that when 
NASA invented memory foam for the astro- 
naut’s safety cushions, that they would have 
already thought of every universal use?” 

Suddenly this former molecular research 
chemist, bolted up from his recliner, and was 
onto an idea that was more than rocket science. 

“Memory foam softens and molds itself 
while reacting to body heat and pressure. So, 
I just think it has other possibilities,’ he said 
waving his hands 

“So what’s the brainy idea?” 

“T see it as a ‘see a need; supply it’ busi- 
ness concept.” 

“Hmm,” she replied teasingly, “Did you 
forget what you were talking about?” 

“No!” was his broad-grinned reply.” 

Then I braced myself for the one-liner re- 
ply that I knew was about to take off and land 
flawlessly. 

“Maybe one day, a memory foam or mem- 
ory gel cranial implant could soften and solve 
the impact of memory issues!” 

“Sure! Then our memory recall won’t 
seem like an exercise in futility.” 


Support the local 
businesses that support 
your local newspaper. 


Let them know you saw 
their ad in the 


Journal Register 


Rose of Sharon for 
late season appreciation 


fter a few muggy days last week, 
At weather broke. This morning 
T actually felt a touch of fall in the 
air, and fought the urge to wear a coat to 


church. Looking around, there are sub- 
tle signs that summer is on the 


ety in your yard that you’d love to share? 
Propagation is easy! So easy, in fact, that 
Thad cuttings root last year without even 
trying to do so! You see, I used the prun- 
ings from an overgrown Rose of Sharon 
as a trellis for my peas. Once 


down tic. One sign, apparent to 
me at least, is that the Rose of 
Sharon is in bloom. It delights 
us with an encore to the rush of 
hydrangeas and roses at their 
peak a month ago. Read-on for 
a refresher course on this favor- 
ite late-bloomer. = 

The Rose of Sharon (Hi- sats 
biscus syriacus) is also known 
as Shrub Althea. It is a member 


IN THE 
GARDEN 


Roberta McQuaid 
Columnist 


the peas were gone by I began 
to pull out the branches. Two 
had mysteriously taken root! 
To intentionally propagate this 
plant, simply take a softwood 
cutting four or five inches long 
in early summer. Remove low- 
er foliage and insert into the 
ground in a shady location. Wa- 
ter as needed. By seasons end, 
roots will have likely formed, 


of the mallow family, a diverse 

bunch of plants that include 
hollyhocks, marsh mallows, cotton, okra 
and even tropical hibiscus as kin. Hibis- 
cus syriacus is native to Asia but had al- 
ready found a home in North America by 
1600. In the 19th century it was among 
the most popular shrubs in the nursery 
trade. 

This deciduous shrub will grow hap- 
pily in zones 5 through 8. It has an up- 
right growth habit that lends itself well to 
all types of combination plantings. I have 
seen Rose of Sharon used in foundation 
plantings, as stand-alone hedges and as 
the backdrop for perennial borders. Like- 
wise, a single shrub can be trained to be 
an outstanding specimen. Because its 
flowers are borne on new growth rather 
than old, pruning can be accomplished 
in late winter or early spring without the 
risk of sacrificing blooms. As with most 
shrubs, concentrate first on removing any 
dead branches, then remove those that 
are crossing or rubbing on one another. If 
growth needs to be checked, cut well into 
the shrub to decrease its height and girth. 
Cutting back to a bud that points outward 
and in the direction of least competition 
will result in a bushy, less lanky shrub, 
and one suitable for use as a specimen. 
Frequent pruning results in fewer but 
larger flowers, whereas no or little prun- 
ing gives way to many small flowers. 

Plant the Rose of Sharon in full sun 
or part shade situations. Although it is 
tolerant of many types of soil, from sea- 
shore sandy to wet, this shrub prefers 
deep, well-drained soil to perform its 
best. Fertilization is rarely necessary. 
Although Japanese beetles are said to fa- 
vor the flowers, I haven’t had much of a 
problem with them at home or at work. 

Do you have an especially nice vari- 


but wait until spring to move 

your cutting to a nursery bed. 
Seeds of the Rose of Sharon have also 
been known to sprout under the mother 
plant, sometimes to the degree of being 
a nuisance. Grow these seedlings on and 
see what color flower you get; there is no 
guarantee it will be the same as mother. 

Yes, and what about those beautiful 
flowers? So far we’ve covered everything 
but! Single or double hibiscus-shaped 
flowers come in shades of red, pink, pur- 
ple and white, depending on the cultivar. 
Like those of their tropical cousin, indi- 
vidual Rose of Sharon flowers bloom for 
a single day, close at night, then even- 
tually drop from the plant. Even at that 
rate, flowering occurs for many weeks 
throughout August and September. In 
my opinion, single-flowered cultivars are 
more desirable; they put on a better show 
and are more tolerant of rainy weather. 
Double types turn to mush after a rain- 
storm much like petunia flowers do. Not 
very attractive and oh so squishy! 

‘Diana’ is my all time favorite cul- 
tivar. Four- six inch pure white sin- 
gle flowers bloom in abundance, even 
through the night, making it a perfect 
candidate for use in a moonlit garden. 
“Woodbridge’ is another popular variety. 
It is deep pink and darker at the base. 
‘Blue Bird’ is unique, sky blue with a red 
center. 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from 
the Stockbridge School of Agriculture 
at the University of Massachusetts. For 
the last 28 years, she has held the posi- 
tion of staff horticulturalist at Old Stur- 
bridge Village. She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a question for 
her? Email it to ekennedy@turley.com 
with “Gardening Question” in the sub- 
ject line. 


Rights at center of our political life 


drafted a Bill of Rights 


Importantly, rights 


ver my years in public life, I con- 
Orn many hearings that includ- 

ed comments from members of the 
public. I remember well that people often 
said when asserting a claim: “It’s my right 
as an American citizen.” 

That is a compelling statement that 
goes to the core of what it means to be an 
American. We deeply value our rights as 
we conceive of them. But what rights do we 
have as citizens? How did we get them and 
how do we keep them? How has our sense 
of our rights changed? 

And what do we mean by rights? For 
my purposes here, I adopt the common defi- 
nition used by legal scholars: A right is a 
claim, enforceable in a court of law, to take 
or decline to take some action. 

The story of our rights as Americans 
is complicated, and we continue to write 
and revise it. We invent rights, we approve 
rights, we reject rights, we expand rights, 
and we fight for our rights. We are on guard 
for those who would violate our rights. 

America’s founders wrote in the Dec- 
laration of Independence that we are “en- 
dowed by our creator” with “inalienable” 
rights, and that these include “life, liberty 
and the pursuit of happiness.” They said we 
form governments to protect those rights; 
but they also worried that governments 
could infringe on them. When the colonies 
united to form the United States, many 
Americans wanted protection from gov- 
ernment overreach. Thus, James Madison 


and gained approval for 
what became the first 10 
amendments to the Con- 


stitution. 
The First Amend- 
ment guarantees free- 


dom of speech, religion, 

the press, and the right to 

meet peaceably and peti- 

tion the government. The Second Amend- 
ment addresses the right to keep and bear 
arms. Other amendments ensure the right to 
a jury trial, property rights and additional 
protections. The 14th Amendment, adopted 
after the Civil War, extended the rights of 
citizenship to everyone born in the United 
States and provided “equal protection” and 
“due process of law.” 

We often emphasize the right to vote, 
but, for a long time, only white men who 
owned property could vote. The Constitu- 
tion did not extend voting to people of Af- 
rican descent until 1870 or to women until 
1920. It took the Voting Rights Act of 1965 
to enforce that right; and today, Congress 
and state legislatures have heated debates 
on voting restrictions. 

Over time, courts have expanded their 
conception of rights, ruling, for example, 
that a right to privacy, a right to counsel and 
a right to marry were implicit in the Con- 
stitution. Today, we do not just talk about 
rights for American citizens, we prioritize 
human rights in our foreign policy. 
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are not subject to major- 
ity rule. Rights are not 
unlimited, however: You 
have the right to speak 
freely, but you do not 
have the right to yell fire 
in a crowded theater, as 
Justice Oliver Wendell 
Holmes famously wrote. 
And rights are not self-enforcing; they are 
enforceable in court. If we think our rights 
are being denied, we must persuade judges, 
juries or legislators. 

Rights are at the center of our political 
life. We debate constantly about just what 
our rights are and how they should be in- 
terpreted. Defining and understanding our 
rights is part of the business of living in a 
democracy. 

I stated above that the story of our 
rights has a complicated history. It will no 
doubt have a complicated future as well, 
one that we shape by the actions we take 
as a people. 

Lee Hamilton is a senior advisor for 
the Indiana University Center on Represen- 
tative Government; a Distinguished Scholar 
at the IU Hamilton Lugar School of Glob- 
al and International Studies; and a Profes- 
sor of Practice at the IU O’Neill School of 
Public and Environmental Affairs. He was 
a member of the U.S. House of Representa- 
tives for 34 years. 
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Publics support appreciated 


The Palmer Historical and Cultural Center, orga- 
nizer of the Depot Village Hanging Plant Program for 
the last several years, wishes to thank those who have 
donated to this program year after year and to our new 
sponsors. 

The donation of $180 per plant pays for the plants 
and the watering throughout the season. You will notice 
that there is a sign below each plant indicating the spon- 
sor for that plant. Please support those businesses who 
have graciously given to this program to help beauti- 
fy Depot Village Main Street. Multiple plant sponsors 
include: Palmer Paving, Depot Plaza, Countrybank, 
Noonan Energy and Sanderson MacLeod, Inc. Single 
plant sponsors include: Palmer Historical and Cultural 
Center, Fire Service Group, Architectural Insights Inc., 
Burkhart Pizzanelli P.C., Chris Smith (Weir Engineer- 
ing), Crimmins and Graveline Insurance, North Brook- 
field Savings Bank and Beers and Story Funeral Home. 

A special thank you also goes to Chris Smith and 
the Light up Palmer Committee and all contributing 
souls of time and energy in arranging for the Purple 
Heart banners in honor of veterans and for the replace- 
ment of the American flags along Main Street in Depot 
Village. Also for orchestrating a very meaningful and 
memorable dedication program in honor of the named 
56 individual recipients of the distinguished Purple 
Heart medal. 

It can never be said enough: Thank you to all those 
who have served and are currently serving in protecting 
our country’s freedom. 

Robert Haveles 
President 

on behalf of the 

PHCC Board of Directors 


Masks make sense 


I agree with the Monson School Committee’s deci- 
sion to require masks in our schools. Children adjusted 
to mask wearing during previous school year. 

It’s the parents that have issues. Are all these par- 
ents objecting to masks vaccinated? We all want our 
kids in school full time, no hybrid. We all want to pro- 
tect the children who are too young for the vaccine. 
Many of our children and staff have been enjoying va- 
cations, camp, travel. It makes sense to begin the school 
year protecting students and staff. 

If us adults can control covid in Monson, then 
mask requirements can be re-visited. 


Christine Nissenbaum 
Monson 


SOCIAL SECURITY MATTERS 


Social Security 
taking a beating 
with taxes 


By Russell Gloor 
Guest columnist 


Dear Rusty: I am getting hammered with taxes 
on my Social Security. I am retired and draw a mea- 
ger work pension and Social Security benefits. When 
my wife and I filed our joint tax return we owed the 
IRS a substantial amount of money; they took 85% of 
my Social Security in taxes. We are just barely over the 
minimal amount of income allowed for Social Security 
tax exemption. Is there anything I can do so I do not 
have to pay all this money at once at the end of the 
year? I didn’t get any tax advice when I started drawing 
my Social Security and the guy who prepared our tax 
return couldn’t have cared less. No one ever told me 
that I would get double-taxed on the Social Security 
that I worked so hard for. Any help or advice is appre- 
ciated, I cannot take another hit like this again. Signed: 
Double-Taxed 

Dear Double-Taxed: Unfortunately, taxation of 
Social Security benefits has been law since 1983 when 
the law to allow 50% of benefits to be taxed was enact- 
ed. In 1993 they added another threshold to allow up 
to 85% of Social Security benefits to be taxable. Just 
to clarify the way it works (not that it will soften the 
pain), they don’t take 85% of your Social Security ben- 
efits away in taxes — but 85% of your Social Security 
benefits becomes part of your overall taxable income at 
whatever your normal IRS tax rate is for your income 
level. So, if your IRS tax rate is 10%, that percentage 
is applied to 85% of your Social Security benefits re- 
ceived during the tax year (at your income level). 

As for whether there is anything you can do, short 
of lowering your overall income the answer is no. The 
IRS determines taxability of your Social Security ben- 
efits based upon something called your “Modified Ad- 
justed Gross Income” or “MAGI,” which is your normal 
Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) from your tax return, 
plus 50% of the Social Security benefits you received 
during the tax year, with any non-taxable interest you 
may have had added back in. With an IRS filing sta- 
tus of “married-filing jointly,” if your MAGI was more 
than $32,000 then 50% of your Social Security bene- 
fits are included in your taxable income; if your MAGI 
is more than $44,000 then up to 85% of your Social 
Security benefits becomes part of your overall taxable 
income. And unfortunately, there’s no way around that. 
FYI, the thresholds for single filers are $25,000 (above 
which 50% of Social Security is taxable) and $34,000 
(above which 85% of Social Security is taxable). Below 
those minimum thresholds for both single and married 
filers, Social Security benefits aren’t taxable. 

To soften the income tax burden when you file your 
taxes each year, you may want to consider having taxes 
withheld from your Social Security benefit payments. 
That’s easy to do by submitting IRS form W-4V to your 
local Social Security office. Here’s a link at which you 
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Election letters 
to the editor 
welcome 


The Journal Register welcomes 
readers to participate in this year’s 
election campaigns by writing letters 
to the editor for publication on these 
pages. Letters of up to 250 words from 
local residents endorsing candidates 
on the ballot or discussing campaign 
issues should be sent to The Journal 
Register, care of Turley Publications, 
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, 
faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed 
to mharrison@turley.com. Please in- 
clude a daytime telephone number 
for verification purposes (it will not be 
printed). Letters must be received by 
noon Monday to be considered for that 
Thursday’s newspaper. No attack let- 
ters will be printed. No letters written 
by candidates supporting their own 
candidacy will be printed. If the vol- 
ume of letters received is larger than 
the space available in the newspaper, 
or if the letters become repetitive, the 
newspaper reserves the right to print 
a representative sample. No endorse- 
ment letters will be printed in the last 
edition before the election. 

For more information, call editor 
Michael Harrison at 413-283-8393. 

Campaign news 

As part of its election coverage, 
the newspaper plans to print stories 
about contested races for Congress, 
state Senate, state House, district at- 
torney and Governor’s Council during 
the weeks leading up to the election, 
as well as a question-and-answer 
voters guide. In order to ensure fair- 
ness to all candidates, no political 
press releases will be printed, nor 
will reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers. 

Candidates who wish to further 
publicize their candidacy, beliefs and 
events may contact advertising, 413- 
283-8393 about paid advertising in 
The Journal Register. 


Letters to 
the editor 
policy 


Letters to the editor 
should be 250 words or 
less in length, and guest 
columns between 500- 
800 words. No unsigned 
or anonymous opinions 
will be published. We 
require that the person 
submitting the opinion 
also include his or her 
town of residence and 
home telephone number. 
We must confirm author- 
ship prior to publication. 
We reserve the right 

to edit or withhold any 
submissions deemed to 
be libelous, unsubstanti- 
ated allegations, personal 
attacks, or defamation of 
character. 


Please send opinions to: 
The Journal Register 
Letter to the Editor 

24 Water St., 

Palmer MA 01069, 

or by e-mail to: 
mharrison@turley.com 


The submission deadline 
for consideration is 
Monday at noon. 
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family to see,” he said. 

“IT was super active as a kid, so I 
think they started to see me turn yellow 
and hang out on the couch a lot more than 
they were used to. It had been a long time 
of suffering.” 


A life-saver 

Shaw is hard-wired for saving lives. 
He’s an EMT, a volunteer firefighter in 
Wales — where his father and brother both 
serve — and is entering the state fire acad- 
emy in January. He and Pascale hadn’t 
seen each other in a year because of the 
pandemic. When Pascale’s grandfather 
passed away early this year, Shaw came 
to pay his respects and make the offer of 
a lifetime. 

“We were at my grandpa’s burial 
outside when Owen came up to me and 
said, ‘hey, I heard you need a liver.’ I nev- 
er felt quite right asking anyone (to be a 
living donor) because a liver transplant is 
so serious,” Pascale said. 

“I was really banking on getting a 
deceased donor, but when he offered, the 
fatigue and the itching were getting pret- 
ty serious, so something told me that this 
was the right thing to accept.” 

The gift of a living donor can make a 
huge difference for recipients waiting on 
the transplant list. Often while recipients 
wait for a deceased donor, their illness 
continues to progress. A living donor can 
help recipients like Pascale have a better 
recovery following their transplant because 
they didn’t have to wait for their health to 
deteriorate before going in for surgery. 

However, there are requirements for 
becoming a living donor. Along with being 
in good health, donors must also be at least 
18 years old. 

“T mean, I had always thought about 
(being his donor), but I wasn’t 18 at the 
time,” Shaw said. 

“At the funeral, it was the first time I 
had seen him since I had turned 18. I said, 
‘I know you're (blood type) O+. I’m O+. 
Let’s go check the numbers.’” 

By the end of last May, Shaw and Pas- 
cale had gone through all the testing and 
were officially a match, set for surgery at 
the end of July. Both boys had been in con- 
stant contact leading up to the surgery date, 
even Snapchatting one another from their 
pre-op beds just before heading into their 
operating rooms. 

Pascale’s surgery was a historical mo- 
ment for LHMC with a procedure that was 
the first robotic living donor left hepatic 
lobectomy in North America. Using robot- 
ic technology to remove the left portion of 
Shaw’s liver would make the operation less 
invasive for him as the donor. 

“T was a little bit nervous, but the peo- 
ple there were excellent,” Shaw said. 

“Being able to meet with the team pri- 
or to the surgery made me trust Dr. (Yee 
Lee) Cheah and Dr. (Mohamed) Akoad so 
much more.” 

Once the left lobe of the liver was re- 
moved from Shaw, it was transported to the 
operating room next door where they were 
prepared with Pascale. The 11-hour opera- 
tion was a success. 

“To see everything went well was this 
‘I made it’ feeling after all those years — 
just to come out of it and know being back 
to myself was right around the corner,” 
Pascale said. 


Post-op 
Following the operations, Shaw’s 
hospital stay was short ,which given the 
severity of his procedure, was remarkable. 
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Upon returning home, he hasn’t required 
any medication to manage the pain and it 
took a short three weeks for him to feel 
back to normal. 

“Tm feeling great,” he said this past 
week in an interview by text. 

“T’ve gone fishing, done some weld- 
ing, and have been going on calls for the 
fire department.” 

The only restriction Shaw has for now, 
he wrote, is not lifting anything too heavy. 

While Pascale’s stay was longer, he 
returned home after 11 days and will ful- 
ly recover over the course of the next five 
months — just in time for the holidays. 

“The fatigue being gone is one of the 
most miraculous things,” he said after get- 
ting home. 

“T still have the feeding tube and bile 
duct tube in, and still a little sore, but over- 
all, not bad,’ Pascale wrote in a text this 
past week. 

“To be able to sit here and not have 
to endlessly scratch at my feet and legs is 
just a breath of fresh air. Some of my good 
days, I get a glimpse of how I’m going to 
feel in the future and it’s really exciting.” 

He also was grateful for how quickly 
Shaw recovered and how their relationship 
has evolved. 

“With Owen being as young as he is, 
it’s crazy. To see how quickly he was heal- 
ing and to see him recover and be healthy 
again, it meant a lot to me,” Pascale said. 

“He’s pretty much my best friend now. 
Just to know someone is willing to do that 
for you, for someone to offer a liver, it’s 
crazy. He says, ‘A piece of me is in you, so 
I’m always with you.” 

Pascale, who is a computer program, 
said he’s eager to get back to work again, 
though his new lease on life has him con- 
sidering other career options. 

“T realized I don’t ‘love’ it, so ’'m go- 
ing to decide something else,” he said. 

“Hopefully something along the lines 
of helping people. I’d like to try and do vol- 
unteer work as well as helping to get more 
recognition to the liver disease PSC.” 

TJ and Owen hope that their expe- 
rience can help open the door for other 
potential living donors and transplant pa- 
tients. 

“When you’re the recipient, it’s a pret- 
ty scary time,” Pascale said. 

“But I didn’t have to get as sick and 
getting the liver out before it’s complete- 
ly shut down meant they can do a lot of 
studying of my liver to help find a cure for 
PSC. When you can get a living donor, it’s 
a miracle. It allows me to get my life back.” 

Shaw’s selflessness as a living organ 
donor not only saved his friend’s life but is 
also helping to advance medical research. 

“If I could say one thing to people on 
the edge of donating it would be do it; It’s 
such a rewarding thing to do and it wasn’t 
too bad,” he said. 

“Sure, there was some discomfort, but 
the moment I will carry for the rest of my 
life is walking over to TJ’s room with my 
IV pole pole two days after surgery and 
asking him, ‘how ya doing, man?’ and he 
said, ‘You know, Owen, besides being as 
sore as I am from these incisions, this is 
the best I’ve felt in five years, and it just 
made me so proud of myself with helping 
him out.” 

To learn more about transplantation 
at LHMC, including the living donor pro- 
gram, visit ahey.org/lhmc/department/ 
transplantation. 

Katherine Kuhlmann is on the mar- 
keting team at Beth Israel Lahey Health. 


Tree Worx Unlimited 


*Tree Removals* 
*Crown Reduction* 
*Storm Damage* 


*Dead Wooding* 


*Pristine Cleanup* 


*Fully Insured* 


TreeWorxUnlimited@gmail.com 


TreeWorxUnlimited.com 


Call/Text/Email today for your free estimate 


143 Palmer Road, “Monger 
—_——— Presents 
The Mighty King Snakes 
; ~with Harp Ace Shakey Steve 
8:00 pm 


Saturday August 21st 
Opening at 6:30 pm 
Bruce MacKay & Randy Pascale 
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SOCIAL SECURITY 
I from page 4 


can download and print that 
form: —§ www.irs.gov/pub/irs- 
pdf/fw4v.pdf. You will see that 
you can choose to have any of 
the following percentages of 
your Social Security benefit 
withheld for federal income 
tax purposes — 7%, 10%, 12% 
or 22%. To find the mailing 
address for your local Social 
Security office, go to www.ssa. 
gov/locator. 

This article is intended 
for information purposes only 
and does not represent legal or 
financial guidance. It presents 
the opinions and _interpreta- 
tions of the AMAC Founda- 
tion’s staff, trained and ac- 
credited by the National Social 
Security Association. NSSA 
and the AMAC Foundation 
and its staff are not affiliated 
with or endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration or any 
other governmental entity. To 
submit a question, visit our 
website (amacfoundation.org/ 
programs/social-security-ad- 
visory) or email us at ssadvi- 
sor @amacfoundation.org. 

Russell Gloor is a Social 
Security advisor for AMAC. 
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What's happening 
at the Palmer 
Senior Center? 


The Palmer Senior Center invites residents to 
stop in for meals and activities. The center is locat- 
ed at 1029 Central Street. Here’s what they have to 


offer: 


Monday, Wednesday, and Friday Cards at 8:30 


a.m. 


Monday, Tuesday and Thursday Grab and Go 
Meals at 11:30 a.m. (pick up in the back driveway at 


center on Pleasant Street) 


Monday’s Zumba with Erin at 8:30 a.m. 
Tuesday’s Knit and Crochet 9 a.m. 
Tuesday and Thursday Walking Group 9 a.m. — 


meet at front of the center 


Tuesday ROM Exercise at 10 a.m. 

Thursday Tia Chi at 10 a.m. 

Breakfast Tuesday 9:15 (a.m. starting in Sep- 
tember, a second breakfast on Thursdays at the same 


time) 


Wednesday Dominoes at | p.m. 


Mark the date! 


A grand reopening celebration will be held 11 
a.m.-2 p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 1, and Friday, Sept. 
10 with the Annual BBQ at Pulaski park. The cost is 
$5. Food catered by Olde Towne caterers in Hadley. 
Music by DJ Bobby C. There will be games, a 50/50 


raffle, and more. 


RSVP by calling the center at 283-2670. 
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Learn to attract 
‘backyard 
beneficials 

this fall 


MONSON — A course on attracting 
birds, butterflies, bees and other backyard 
“beneficials” will be offered by naturalist and 
landscaper John Root 7 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 
7 at the Glendale-Monson Methodist Church, 
162 Main Street in Monson. 

This comprehensive PowerPoint presen- 
tation describes the essential roles played by 
birds, pollinators, and other beneficial wild- 
life and provides guidance on meeting their 
needs for food, cover, and water. A variety of 
plants that nourish these organisms through- 
out their lifecycles will be discussed, and or- 
ganic methods for establishing wildlife habi- 
tat are also presented. 

Perennials for edible landscaping and 
welcoming birds and pollinators will be of- 
fered for sale. Hosted by the Down to Earth 
Garden Club. 

This program is supported in part by 
the Monson Cultural Council, a local agen- 
cy which is supported by the Massachusetts 
Cultural Council, a state agency. 

For more information, call the church at 
413-267-3798. 


FOOD SHARE | from page 1 


are currently on the shelf. I think 
we are going to continue to get 
personal care products, because 
they’re needed for these people.” 

The food share also re- 
ceives food donations from Big 
Y, which Plouffe said is much 
appreciated. 

“Everybody who comes can 
leave with bread, cakes, muffins 
and a variety of sweets,” Plouffe 
said. 

“It’s pretty amazing. Big Y 
supports this town, as far as do- 
nations. I have workers that go 
to Big Y seven days a week and 
pick up stuff from their bakery 
and bring it to the food share.” 

The Palmer Food Share 


Inc. serves residents of Palmer, 
Brimfield and Warren. Plouffe 
said to receive some food and 
personal care products, guests 
must provide proof of residency. 

“We also ask how many 
adults and children are in the 
household,” Plouffe said. 

“We need to list everyone’s 
birthdays on a piece of paper on 
the application form. We never 
refuse anyone.” 

The food share is located at 
39 Walnut Street and is open on 
Tuesdays and Fridays from 9:30 
a.m. to 11:30 a.m. For more in- 
formation, call 413-283-3614. 


Meats, pastries, pastas, canned goods and more are available for 
those who need it at the Palmer Food Share Inc. 


MONSON | from page 1 


ticle so it drew my attention, 
and when I saw who poured 
their concrete I felt a pit in my 
stomach — because I knew we 
had used the same supplier, JJ 
Mottes from Stafford Springs, 
Conn.,” Loglisci said. 

Mass. Sen. Anne Gobi, 
whose district includes Monson 
and surrounding towns, helped 
secure some relief funding such 
as reimbursement for core test- 
ing and other measures, in the 
fiscal year 2019 state budget. 


Colby Academy Of Dance 
6 Springfield Street, Three Rivers MA 
413-686-7032 

Operating for 38 years. 

FREE REGISTRATION 


Award Winning Studio 
Competitive & Recreational 
Classes Available 
Professional Instruction 

Fun Family Atmosphere | 
Boys, Girls and Adults 
Ages 2 & Up 


Your child is not just a student 


but part of a family. 


JOIN US FOR 


Let's GetL cal 


Since then, she introduced a bill 
called “An Act Relative to Crum- 
bling Concrete Foundations,” to 
address concerns that surfaced 
during a special commission she 
co-chaired last year. 

The legislation seeks to act 
on the commission’s recommen- 
dations, including tax abate- 
ments for affected homeowners. 
It requires disclosure of founda- 
tion repairs for those looking to 
sell their home and creates new 
standards for quarry operators 
and concrete producers. 

A key portion of the bill is 
allowing the Commonwealth to 


Brookfield Orchards 


12 Lincoln Road, North Brookfield, MA 


Mappy ie 


3 508-867-6858 © 


Saturday, August 28th 10am to 4pm 


Come meet the Local 
Breweries and Wineries 


A 


BREWING CP AGRONOMY 


follow Connecticut’s lead in es- 
tablishing a “captive insurance 
company” as a funding mech- 
anism through bonding and a 
surcharge on homeowners’ in- 
surance policies to help home- 
owners pay for new foundations. 

“We’re looking at creating a 
captive insurance company like 
in Connecticut,’ Gobi said. 

“There’s no funding stream 
right now, so we need to set 
up this other entity. It’s what 
they’ve done in Connecticut and 
it has been extremely success- 
ful.” 


Gobi also said as the bill 


makes its way through the legis- 
lative process, she hopes to find 
a way to reimburse towns that of- 
fer the tax abatements, although 
there’s no revenue stream for it 
at the moment. 

“Towns are supportive” 
about the idea, she said. 

For more information, go 
to the Massachusetts Residents 
Against Crumbling Concrete 
Facebook group. For more in- 
formation about Gobi’s bill, 
email her office at Anne.Gobi@ 
MASenate. gov. 


RICHARD R. GREEN 
—— Insurance Agenqy, Inc.— 


e AUTO ¢ HOME ¢ BUSINESS e LIFE 


¢ Great Locations ® Free registry service 
* Quotes gladly given © We make housecalls 


Please visit our website for an auto, 
homeowners, or life insurance quotes 


Two Locations: 


32 Somers Rd. 
Hampden, MA 
566-0028 


"Live Music from 12-4 
¢ Local Farmers Markets with 
Over 25 Local Businesses 


Wagon Rides, Face Painting, Corn Hole Games, 
Cider Donuts, Family Memories and more! 


Fax: 413-267-3496 


128 Main St. 
Monson, MA 
267-3495 


Independent 
Insurance 


Email: richardgreenins@gmail.com \£s" 


www.richardgreeninsurance.com 
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Local folks got out for some fim aiid sun at the Holland Comimiinity Center 


cookout at Lake Siog last week. 


Turley Publication photos by Michael Harrison 


Residents find a shady spot at Lake Siog for last week’s cookout. 
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Holland Community Center Kitchen Manger Rose Alicea and Pam Sweny 
with the group Stop Abuse serve visitors to the lakeside cookout. 


Karen Harrington and John Senseman, a member of the Holland Council on 
Aging, enjoy lunch at Lake Siog. 


HOLLAND — 
The Holland Commu- 
nity/Senior Center held 
a community cookout 
Aug. 11 at Lake Siog. 
There is a variety of 
programs and activities 
for all ages at the Hol- 
land Community/Se- 
nior Center, which held 
a cookout at Lake Siog 
on Aug. 11. To learn 
more about the center 
and what it offers, go 
to town.holland.ma.us/ 
community-center. 


Siog Park, just not on the beach. 


Four legged-friends are allowed at the Lake 


It was a a great id for kayaking 2 as well a as just iouinaing on the shore at Lake 
Siog for the Holland Community/Senior Center cookout last week. 


Granite Valley Elementary receives literacy grant 


MONSON — State Rep. Brian 
Ashe and state Sen. Anne Gobi re- 
cently announced Granite Valley El- 
ementary School will be receiving a 
$58,400 grant from the Department 
of Elementary and Secondary Edu- 
cation under their fiscal year 2022 
From Research to Practice: Evi- 
dence-Based Early Literacy Grant 
program. 

According to Ashe and Gobi, 
his program will foster an engag- 
ing, thoughtful, and committed 
school environment that will have 
positive effects for students of all 
age groups. 

“As our world transforms 
around us, we must make sure that 


our educational system does as 
well,” Ashe said. 

“Using data, the newest tech- 
nology, and fresh insights into how 
children learn best will allow not 
only the children of Monson, but 
the children of the Commonwealth, 
to become the best and brightest 
students in the country.” 

The From Research to Practice: 
Evidence-Based [Early Literacy 
Grant program aims to improve ear- 
ly literacy achievement for students 
throughout the Commonwealth. 
The schools awarded funds will be 
used to attend professional devel- 
opment, purchase evidence-based 
instructional materials and prog- 


ress monitoring assessments, and 
receive onsite coaching in early lit- 
eracy instructional techniques, data 
analysis, evidence-based practices, 
and assessments. 

“Getting students engaged with 
reading at a young age has a strong 
impact on their long-term academ- 
ic success, which leads to better 
outcomes later in life,’ Gobi, who 
chairs the Senate’s Joint Committee 
on Higher Education, said. 

“Through these grants our 
schools are able to implement the 
highest quality techniques and mon- 
itoring to ensure that our students 
stay on the right path and achieve 
the most they can.” 


Looking to Sell or Buy? 


YOUR DREAM HOME AWAITS... 


LET’S CHAT! 


Tammy Sandomierski (413) 374-7624 


Tammy Sandomierski - 
Western Massachusetts REALTOR® 


PRESENT THIS COUPON AND RECEIVE $500 OFF YOUR CLOSING COSTS. ONE COUPON PER TRANSACTION. NO CASH VALUE. 
MUST BE PRESENTED AT TIME OF LISTING ye ECE ONS SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY. EXPIRES 12/31/21. 


=_— eee 


a 


Tammy is a full-time Real Estate Agent that is 
part of a nationally awarded team. She is the 

2020 Realtor Association of Pioneer Valley Rising 
Star award recipient. With 25 years of service 
industry experience, Tammy has the expertise and 
outstanding communication skills that are critical 
in today’s market. 


Branda CUOCO 


—)Real Estate Brokerage tip 


GET AN INSTANT PROPERTY VALUE NOW AT: 
www.wmasshomebuyer.com 


413-374-7624 


s://www.wmasshomebuyer.com/tammy-sandomierski/ 
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CAMPUS 


STCC 


The following local students were among the mem- 
bers of the Class of 2021 who completed graduation re- 
quirements and were recognized during a virtual ceremo- 
ny streamed on June 18 and available on STCC’s YouTube 
channel: 

Henry Andrews, of Three Rivers; Heather Arbour of 
Monson graduated with highest honors; 

Shaddai Ayala of Monson graduated with honors; Kar- 
en Chalue of Monson; Amanda Ciecko, of Palmer graduat- 
ed with honors; Madison Degnan, of Palmer graduated with 
high honors; Jan-Michael Demaio of Monson graduated 
with high honors; Samantha Dominique of Monson gradu- 
ated with high honors; Aliviah Emery of Palmer graduated 
with highest honors; Shanon Hardy of Palmer graduated 
with honors; Nicholas Harney of Palmer graduated with 
high honors; Delaney Hoy of Palmer graduated with high 
honors; Alyssa Jasak of Palmer graduated with high hon- 
ors; Esther Kosobutskyy of Monson graduated with high 
honors; Kaylee Lambert of Palmer; Jessica Lara of Mon- 
son graduated with high honors; Corin Latulippe of Three 
Rivers graduated with honors; Cameron Manning Monson; 

Mark Maslon of Brimfield; Michael Murphy of Mon- 
son; Lauren Nothe of Monson graduated with highest hon- 
ors; Natasha Quiles of Palmer; Joshua Raymond of Monson 
graduated with high honors; Kaylynn Renaud of Palmer 
graduated with honors; Brandon Romaniak of Three Riv- 
ers; Kyle Romanski of Palmer; Lucas Roso, of Brimfield 
graduated with honors; Jennica Sablak of Palmer; 

Nathan Shorette of Monson; Cory Smith of Monson; 
Heather Tourville of Thorndike graduated with honors; 
Kyle Tracz of Palmer graduated with honors; Myriam Vega 
of Three Rivers; Rebecca Ziemian of Palmer graduated with 
high honors. 
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Quabbin Estates 
4] Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094 


Accepting applications for our wait list. 
The apartment features - w/w carpeting, kitchen 
appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry 


facilities. We specialize in Senior Housing and 
“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $797/mo. 
or 30% of income, whichever is higher. 
RD regulations. Handicap Accessible 
apartments when available. 


CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT 
413-477-6496 
TDD (800)439-2379 
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BUY DIRECT 
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PORK SIRLOIN 
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ASSORTED 

PORK CHOPS semua’? Oe 


USDA INSP. FROZEN 


ST. LOUI 
PORK RIBS .tesessrssensee Ore 


USDA INSP SLICED IN OUR DELI 


VIRGINIA HAM ..sesesssne by 


GREAT ON THE GRILL 


USDA INSP STORE MADE KOREAN BBQ MARINATED 


BONELESS PORK BUTT STRIPS... °2 1c 


USDA INSP FROZEN MARINATED 
PORK TENDERLOIN........s+e-000 2242 


USDA INSP ALL BEEF 


SABBETT HOT DOGS 14002........ 99%. 


CUT 
FREE $ Ib 


SALE DATES: 
8/19/21 - 8/25/21 


USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS 


BEEF 
TENDERLOIN 
99 


USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS 


BEEF EYE OF 
THE ROUND 


$399 


USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY 


80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF 
$325 7 LB BAG 


N O T E S 
SPRINGFIELD 


The following local students were awarded degrees 
recently from Springfield College: 

Trevor Blackburn of Palmer, earned a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Computer and Information Scienc- 
es; Cassidy Bailey of Monson earned a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Health Science; Autumn Dupuis of 
Monson earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Health 
Science; Emma Jacque of Brimfield earned a Bache- 
lor of Science degree in Marketing; Allison Lefsyk of 
Monson earned a Master of Science degree in Occupa- 
tional Therapy; Haley Arbour of Monson earned a Doc- 
tor of Physical Therapy degree in Physical Therapy; 
Oliver Johnson of Monson earned a Master of Science 
degree in Physician Assistant; Layal Ghrear of Palmer 
earned a Master of Social Work degree in Social Work. 

Springfield College concluded its 2021 Com- 
mencement Weekend ceremonies with eight separate 
in-person ceremonies at Stagg Field on the Springfield 
College main campus, four on Saturday, May 15 and 
four on Sunday, May 16. 


Anna Maria 


The following local students recently earned their 
degrees from Anna Maria College: Hannah M. Za- 
jchowski of Palmer, Bachelor of Science; and Kennedy 
Mastriani of Palmer, Bachelor of Arts. 


HOLY CROSS 


The following local students were named to the 
Dean’s List at the College of the Holy Cross for the 
spring semester: Matthew Sexton of Wales, majoring in 
Economics and Political Science; and Delaney Walch 
of Palmer, majoring in Psychology. 


EMMANUEL 


Emmanuel College in Boston named the following 
local students to the Dean’s List for the spring semes- 
ter: Timothy Hedspeth of Monson; Kyle Monaghan of 
Monson; and Hannah Bigos of Palmer. 

To earn a spot on the Dean’s List, Emmanuel stu- 
dents must achieve a grade-point average of 3.5 or high- 
er for a 16-credit semester. 


HARTFORD 


Andrew Briere of Holland and Cameron Krato- 
vil of Monson both earned President’s Honors and the 
Dean’s List at University of Hartford. 

Emily Kievra of Holland graduated in May from 
the University of Hartford as a member of the Class 
of 2021. 


99 
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AND SAVE $$$ 
AMERICAN LAMB 
LOIN CHOPS serine 2 i 
USDA INSP. FRESH 
BONELESS & SKINLESS 9 9 
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USDA INSP. FROZEN 
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SALAD SHRIMP wic\;218.%, S99 
£90 Meat Outlet 2 Bianaaaaraae 
HOURS: | Mon. - Wed. 8-4 413-737-1288 
Thurs. 8-6 ¢ Fri. 8-6 ¢ Sat. 8-3 www.90meat.com 


BUY DIRECT FOR === SAVINGS SELECTION SERVICE 
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MIAA 


Regular fall sports set to return, 
tryouts start Aug. 20 


ae 
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Mask-wearing was part 0 all sports last fall. 
As of now, there are no mask orders for the fall 
season. 


File photos 
Normal gameplay is expected for all sports after 
modifications were made for safety reasons last fall. 


The football team had to play its modified sea- 
son earlier this year during the “Fall 2” schedule 
in late March and early April. 


BASEBALL 
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Angels punch ticket 
to Valley Wheel finals 


WILBRAHAM - The Angels 
made their return to the playoffs in 
the Valley Wheel Over-28 Baseball 
League this past week, taking on the 
Orioles in the No. 2 vs. No. 3 match- 
up Sunday at Spec Pond in Wilbra- 
ham. As has been the case twice this 
year, the two teams battled it out in a 
very close game throughout. 

The game featured a marquee 
pitching matchup to start with the 
Orioles’ Efrain Santiago, an out- 
standing rookie in the league, taking 
on second-year pitcher Kevin Little. 
Both pitchers worked around a little 
bit of trouble in the first three in- 
nings before a single between short 
and third allowed the Orioles to 
break through the top of the fourth 
inning to take a 1-0 lead. 

In the bottom of the fifth in- 
ning, Greg Scibelli led off getting 
hit by a pitch in the side of the knee. 
Kevin Little would reach on a soft 
single, and Trevor Portlock reached 
base on an error. 

Josh Catter hit a rock that went 
off the second baseman’s glove, the 
ball trickled into the outfield allow- 
ing both Scibelli and Little to score 
to make it 2-1 Angels. 


The Orioles, with their top two 
hitters, Zach Curtis and Santiago, 
made it 3-2 Orioles in the next week, 
both reaching and coming around to 
score on a trio of hits. 

In the bottom of the seventh, 
however, the Angels went up to 
stay against reliever Curtis. Curtis 
allowed a base hit to Justin Morin 
and walked John Roberts. Back to 
the top of the order, Scibelli socked 
a triple to deep right, scoring both 
Morin and Roberts to give the An- 
gels a 4-3 lead. Little then singled 
home Scibelli to make it 5-3, and 
Gary Perreault grounded out to 
score Little, and the Angels had a 
6-3. 

Josh Catter took over on the 
mound in the seventh inning, and 
was able to pitch the eighth and 
ninth with little trouble to send the 
Angels to their first championship 
game since 2016. The Angels will 
be taking on the top-seeded Twins, 
who went | 1-4 in the regular season 
and defeated the A’s 16-7 in the oth- 
er semifinal on Sunday. 

The Valley Wheel Champion- 
ship will take place this Sunday, 
Aug. 22, at | p.m. at Forest Park #1. 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


PALMER - A welcome sight this coming 
week will be filling of practice fields with try- 
outs for fall sports 

Fall sports are set to begin official on Fri- 
day, Aug. 20 beginning with football, and pro- 
ceeding to Monday, Aug. 23, for the rest of fall 
sports. 

As of now, there are no restrictions or mod- 
ified rules for fall sports this year. The MIAA 
is proceeding with fall sports under a normal 
schedule, though there does remain the possi- 
bility mask mandates could be put in place in 
certain situations like for volleyball indoors at 
some point in the season if positive tests rise 


further. However, the MIAA has made no an- 
nouncements of any restrictions that are being 
considered. 

The sports themselves, meanwhile, will be 
able to resume with normal rules. In soccer, cor- 
ner kicks, headballs, and throw-ins will return 
this fall. Some of those rules making their return 
were seen during the Pioneer Valley Summer 
Soccer League season. 

Football and field hockey rule modifications 
are also no more, paving the way for full contact 
for football, and the resumption of regular field 
hockey rules for penalty corners and long hits. 

Football also makes its return to the fall 
season. Last year, football was put off until the 
“Fall 2” season that was installed in early March 
through late April. The football team played a 


short six-game season. 

Last year’s fall season was shortened to just 
10-12 games for most seasons due to the pan- 
demic. The fall season went from early October 
to mid-November with no playoffs. Teams were 
forced to play in geographic pods versus their 
own competitive leagues set up by the Pioneer 
Valley Interscholastic Athletic Conference. 

While normal full-season schedules return 
this fall, they also come with change as the sea- 
son will end slightly early to allow for a sec- 
tion playoff sponsored by the PVIAC followed 
by the new full-state tournaments that will take 
place in each sport. 

Most sports will begin playing regular sea- 
son games just after Labor Day. 


AUTO RACING 


Dowling a big winner in modified race 


WINCHESTER, NH - Satur- 
day night Monadnock Speedway 
celebrated the return of the Tri 
Track Modified racing series, the 
speedway’s Sist anniversary and 
the life of Johnny Corliss, former 
racer and car owner. The evenings 
events tied together nicely. Corliss, 
a Winchester businessman, was in 
the field of racers on Monadnock’s 
opening night, August 13, 1971 and 
at his passing was owner of one the 
race cars competing in the Tri Track 
series. 

The Wonder Casino 100 Hon- 
oring Johnny Corliss took the green 
flag with Richard Sherman of Can- 
ton, MA, leading the first 42 cir- 
cuits. An extended caution on lap 


Submitted photo 
Chase Dowling took home the win in the NHSTRA Modifieds race last Sat- 


Dowling of Roxbury, CT, jumped 
in front and held the top spot to the 
checkers and the $6000.00 top mon- 
ey. Matt Hirschman of Northampt- 
son, PA, always a favorite to win big 
money races, managed a second. 
Justin Bonsignore, from Holtsville, 
NY, collected third place. 
Monadnock’s NHSTRA Modi- 
fieds ran a clean green to checkers 
35-lap main event. Tyler Leary of 
Hatfield, MA, took the early lead. 
Bennington, NH’s, Matt Kimball 
took over the top spot-on lap nine 
and rode the wave to his third win of 
the season. Point leader, Todd Pat- 
node of Swanzey, NH, moved up to 
take second. Leary slipped to third. 
After a half season foray into 


BASEBALL 


Twins bound for finals 


ad eswt a = & Hat 4 
; pice se 


The Cubs’ Jose Pena delivers a 
pit 


Jorge Figureoa makes a throw 
to first. 


urday night. 


the Modified ranks, the 2020 Late 
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43 allowed many competitors to pit 
for tires or adjustments. Swanzey, 
NH’s Kirk Alexander remained on 


the tracking, taking the lead on the 
restart. A caution just after the half- 


way mark in the race brought the 
field together. On the restart, Chase 


Photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com 


BASEBALL 


Photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com 
Endy Morales is surrounded by family and friends. 


ee me 


Local star honored befor 


Blue Sox playoffs 


As part of honoring Morales’ contributions to the team, the Blue Sox made a 
donation to the Greater Holyoke Boys & Girls Club. Morales and Blue Sox GM 
Kate Avard present the check. 


The Twins’ Ken LePage threw a complete game win over the Cubs. 


SOUTH HADLEY - The 
Twins of the Valley Wheel 
Over-28 Baseball League are 
headed to the finals to play the 
Angels for the league cham- 
pionship in 2021. The Twins 
finished with the best record 
in the league at 11-4 this 
season, which included two 
straight wins at the end of the 
season against the Cubs. 


HOLYOKE -— Earlier this 
month, the Valley Blue Sox honored 
a hometown pitcher and one of its 
own, Endy Morales. Morales, origi- 


itive baseball. The Blue Sox hon- 
ored him in a ceremony earlier this 
month and retired his No. 40 jersey. 


nally from Holyoke, pitched for the 
Blue Sox in parts of two seasons, 
both leading to the Blue Sox win- 
ning the New England Collegiate 


Baseball League championship. 
Morales also pitched for Suffield 
Academy, and in college in Virgin- 
ia. He recently retired from compet- 


The Cubs’ Jesse Hlava fields a 


iets, 


grounder to second. 


Dan Benoit makes a catch on a pop-up 


for the Twins. 
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Bay State Games 39th Annual Summer 
Games nearing completion 


WOBURN - After a one- 
year hiatus due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, the Bay State Summer 
Games held nearly two dozen 
events in the months of June and 
July. Due to the support of hun- 
dreds of volunteer coaches and 
officials, the Bay State Games 
successfully executed competi- 
tive events for the 2021 Summer 
Games, hosting nearly 5,000 ath- 
letes. 

Despite facing many chal- 
lenges related to the pandemic, 
Bay State Games saw growth in 
numerous sports, including soft- 
ball, figure skating, archery, pick- 
leball, and track & field. Unfortu- 
nately, some sports like wrestling 
and judo were not able to take 
place this summer but Bay State 


Games remains hopeful they will 
return in the future. 

“When Bay State Games 
received word in May that state 
regulations would allow for youth 
sport events to proceed, our goal 
was to provide participants in as 
many sports as possible the op- 
portunity to compete in sports 
they may have not been able to for 
over a year,” said Executive Di- 
rector Kevin Cummings. “While 
in many cases, the event format 
may have been different than 
what athletes had experienced in 
the past, participants expressed 
their appreciation for the opportu- 
nity to get back out onto the field 
of play.” 

In an untraditional start to the 
Summer Games, the first event 


was figure skating, which is typ- 
ically held in the Winter Games. 
The competition was held in mid- 
June at Nashoba Valley Olympia 
Rink in Boxborough and attracted 
more skaters than the 2020 com- 
petition prior to the pandemic. 
Events continued in July 
with seven team sports, includ- 
ing baseball, ice hockey, la- 
crosse, soccer, field hockey, 
softball, and volleyball, over 
a 10-day span. The following 
three weekends in July included 
basketball, weightlifting, pickle- 
ball, 6v6 field hockey, footgolf, 
archery, rugby, and swimming. 
Bay State Games has two final 
events scheduled for August. 
Fencing, with more than 150 par- 
ticipants, will take place August 


21-22 at Boston Fencing Club 
in Brighton, and badminton will 
take place with over 200 partic- 
ipants August 27-29 at Boston 
Badminton in Westborough. 

Complete results of all 2021 
sports can be found at www. 
baystategames.org/2021-results. 
All athletes who competed in the 
2021 Summer Games who are a 
member of the high school class 
of 2022. The deadline to apply 
is October 14. For more details, 
visit www.baystategames.org/fu- 
ture-leaders-scholarship. 

The Bay State Games looks 
forward to celebrating the 40th 
anniversary of the Summer 
Games in 2022. Plans are being 
developed to mark this milestone 
throughout the upcoming year. 


AHL approves playoff format 


PAC to hold 


SPRINGFIELD — The American 
Hockey League Board of Governors 
has approved the qualification rules 
and format for the 2022 Calder Cup 
Playoffs. 

A total of 23 teams will qualify 
for postseason play when the 2021-22 
regular season ends on April 24, with 
five rounds of playoffs leading to the 
crowning of a Calder Cup champion. 

“Our clubs and their National 
Hockey League partners recognize 
the importance of playoff races and 
postseason experience on overall play- 
er development,” said AHL President 
and Chief Executive Officer Scott 
Howson. “Expanding the Calder Cup 
Playoff field will allow some 150 addi- 
tional players to play more meaningful 
games in pursuit of a championship.” 

In each of the AHL’s four divi- 
sions, all but two teams will qualify 


for postseason play in 2022, creating 
a playoff field of six teams in the At- 
lantic Division, five in the North Divi- 
sion, five in the Central Division and 
seven in the Pacific Division. Teams 
will be ranked by points percentage in 
the regular-season standings. 

First Round match-ups will be 
best-of-three series. The top two teams 
in the Atlantic Division, the top three 
teams in each of the North and Central 
Divisions, and the first-place team in 
the Pacific Division receive byes into 
the best-of-five Division Semifinals, 
with the First Round winners re-seed- 
ed in each division. The Division Fi- 
nals will also be best-of-five series, 
followed by best-of-seven Conference 
Finals and a best-of-seven Calder Cup 
Finals series. 

The 2022 Calder Cup Playoffs are 
expected to finish by June 23. 


annual benefit golf 
outing 


LUDLOW - The Polish American Citizens’ Club of 
Ludlow will hold its annual golf outing Sunday, Aug. 29 
at the Mill Valley Golf Links, Belchertown This will be a 
11:30 a.m. single shotgun start. Play will be limited to 25 
foursomes so sign up early. 

This golf tournament is open to the public and woman 
are also encouraged to play. The cost of the event is still 
only $90 per person which includes golf, cart, lunch on 
the course and are famous dinner and refreshments back at 
the club following the event. Hole in One contests on all 
Par 3 holes with a chance to WIN $7500. Proceeds from 
this event are used to fund our annual Scholarship Awards. 
Sign up sheets are available at the club located at 355 East 
St. Ludlow. Deadline for signups is Aug. 20. For more 
information you may contact the club at 583-6385 or John 
Diotalevi 433-1901 


RACING 1 from page 7 


Model Champion, Aaron Fellows 
of Croydon, NH, returned to late 
model competition with an excit- 
ing win over point leader Austin 
Brehio of Concord, NH. Brehio 
had moved into the lead on a lap 
3 restart of the 25-lap race while 
Fellows worked his way into 
second from his seventh starting 
position. The final ten laps saw a 
fierce nose to tail battle between 
the two drivers. Fellows made 
the winning pass going into turn 
three on the last lap for the win. 
Brehio was second, Cam Curtis 
of Baltimore, VT, rode into third. 

The 25-lap Mini Stock fea- 
ture also went clean and green 
to the end. Not surprising, Gor- 
don Farnum, of Fitzwilliam, NH, 
raced to his eighth win ahead 
of point leader, Louie Maher of 


Baldwinville, MA. Jake Puchal- 
ski of Sunderland, MA, had his 
best run of the year for third. 

The 25-lap Pure Stock main 
was interrupted twice with cau- 
tions before Granby, MA, driver 
Nick Houle collected his 5th win 
of the year ahead of point leader, 
Chris Davis of Winchester, NH 
and third finisher, Jimmy Zell- 
man from Greenfield, MA. (Un- 
official at press deadline). 

Young Gun, Teagan Edson 
of Ashburnham, MA, raced to her 
first win, out-racing Jeff Moffat, 
Jr, from Davidson, CT, and Dom- 
inic Stafford of Milles Falls, MA. 

This coming weekend the 
Speedway will host two days of 
racing. Saturday night’s stock ac- 
tion on Monadnock’s high-bank 
oval will feature the 50-lap Teddy 
Bear Pools and Spa Street Stock 
Triple Crown series plus NHS- 
TRA Modifieds, Mini Stocks, 


Young Guns and the NELCAR Cashman,74W-Matthew Win- 
Legend Series. Sunday, action — ter,DNS)Rocky Smith 

moves to the mud bog for the 

Annual Cindy Hall Memorial Mini Stocks: Gordon Far- 
Mudslinger series. Information num,Louie Maher,Jake  Pu- 


for both shows is at monadnock- 
speedway.com. 


Results: 

NHSTRA Modifieds: Chase 
Dowling, Matthew Kimball,Todd 
Patnode,Tyler  Leary,Cameron 
Houle,Cory Plummer,Ben By- 
me,-Kimberley —Rivet,5C-Cole 
Littlewood,Eric LeClair,Scott 
MacMichael 


Late Model 
man Unofficial: Aaron Fel- 
lows, Austin Brehio,Camdyn 
Curtis,Joseph Bates,Justin  Lit- 
tlewood,Cole = Littlewood,Glen 
Brehio,John Meany,George 
Frost,Dylan Bodreau,Daniel Co- 
meau,Nancy Muni Ruot,Caleb 


Sports- 


chalski,Kevin Clayton,Jeff As- 
selin,Kevin McKnight,Matthew 
Lambert,Dana Shepard, Jeff 
Heath,Patrick Houle,, William 
Chaffee,Craig Chaffee,Michael 
Douglas,Robert Kirker 


Pure Stock Unofficial: Nich- 
olas Houle,Chris Davis,James 
Zellman,Cory Lofland,JD Stock- 
well,Kyle Robinson Newell,- 
Justin Cousino,Brianna  Pat- 
node,Nicholas Shepard,Chris 
Higbee,Carter Chamberlin,Jason 
LeRay 


Young Gun: Teagan Edson,- 
Jeffrey Moffat Jr, Dominick Staf- 
ford,Zachary Zilinski 
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Turleysports 


Athlete of the Week 
Emma Murphy [ | 


Monson 


+ 


urphy was a member of the Monson (= 
A Division Championship summer [77 
soccer team and will be headed for 


tryouts next week for the high school sea- 
son. 
To nominate someone for Athlete of the 


Week, contact Managing Sports Editor Greg- 


ory A. Scibelli at 413-283-8393 ext. 258 or 
send an e-mail to gscibelli@turley.com. 


Moutron 
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Lake association to hold 8th 
annual Paddle Poker Run 


BROOKFIELD, STURBRIDGE, 
EAST BROOKFIELD - The Quaboag 
Quacumquasit Lake Association will 
hold its eighth annual Paddle Poker Run 
on Saturday, Sept. 11, with registration 
open to the general public starting at 
10:30 a.m. at the Lake Quaboag (North 
Pond) boat launch. Co-Chairs for this 
year’s event are QQLA Co-President, 
Bill Seabourne and member Randy 
Weiss. 

Participants may compete in kayaks, 
canoes, row boats or on paddle boards; 
any vessel that may be paddled or rowed. 
Registration begins at 11 a.m. The poker 
run competition begins at noon and ends 
at 4 p.m. at the Quaboag boat ramp. The 
entrance fee is $20 per poker hand. There 
is no limit to the number of poker hands 
a paddler may play. 

Paddlers will pick up one play- 
ing card at each of five dock locations 
around the lake and return to the boat 
ramp with a five-card poker hand. Upon 


returning to the boat launch, players may 
attempt to improve their hand by trading 
individual cards for an additional cost. 
At the end of play, the top hand will win 
the grand prize of $250. Several other 
prizes will also be awarded including a 
substantial prize for the player with the 
worst hand. 

Proceeds from this fundraiser will 
support the efforts of QQLA, a volun- 
teer, nonprofit organization of nearly 
200 member families dedicated to pre- 
serving and protecting the quality of 
Lake Quaboag and Lake Quacumquasit 
and the surrounding watershed through 
the promotion of responsible, effective 
environmental policies. Better known 
as North (Quaboag) and South (Qua- 
cumquasit) Ponds, the lakes are located 
in Brookfield, East Brookfield and Stur- 
bridge. 

For more information about QQLA 
go to website at QQLA.org or its Face- 
book Page at Facebook.com/QQLA.org 


CLUES ACROSS 

1. Midway between 
east and southeast 

4, Sun up in New York 

7. Japanese honorific 

8. Czech name for 
Prague 

10. Ochocinco’s first 
name 

12. Steep cliffs 
(Hawaiian) 

13. Scots word for 
“home” 

14. Upper class young 
woman (abbr.) 

16. Monetary unit of 
Albania 

17. Raise 

19. Drain of resources 

20. Uncultured, 
clumsy persons 

21. Hikers use them 

25. Retrospective 
analysis (military) 

26. Tibetan form of 
chanting 


27. Influential 
European 
statesman 
acid 
Romania 


vegetable 


with 
39. Ribosomal 


41. Basics 


50. Unwell 
51. Snout 


of coral 


29. Soluble ribonucleic 
30. Monetary unit of 
31. Round green 


32. Well acquainted 


ribonucleic acid 


42. “The Godfather” 
actress Keaton 

43. Snakelike fish 

44. Tall deciduous tree 
45. Russian river 

46. Long Balkans river 
48. Ancient Greek coin 
49. Senegal’s capital 


52. Low bank or reef 


CLUES DOWN 

1. Abstain from 

2. Vast desert in 
North Africa 

3. Cover the crown 
of a tooth 

4. A major division 
of geological time 

5. Urban center 

6. Crook 

8. Parts per billion 
(abbr.) 


Congress (abbr.) 


24. Soda receptacle 

27. Spanish stew: __ 
podrida 

28. Viet Cong 
offensive 

29. Large body of 
water 

31. Beginning 
military rank 

32. Dissimilar 

33. Counteroffensive 

9. Questions system (abbr.) 

11.A pack of 52 34. Shows who you 
playing cards are 

14. Recording of 35. Chinese dynasty 
sound 36. Type of verse 

15. Pithy saying 37. African nation 

18. Atomic #22 38. Quite 

19. Soviet Socialist 39. Former Bucks 
Republic star Michael 

20. Plant with ridged 40. Showed again 
seedpods 44. Body part 

22. Innate 47. Steal 

23. Investigative 
body for 


CALENDAR OF EVENTS 


E-mail items to mharrison@turley.com or mail to Calendar Editor, Journal Register, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, for receipt by Monday of week for publication. 


Editor’s note: Due to the coronavirus 
pandemic, events featured in the Journal 
Register, including those previewed in sto- 
ries, briefs and on the calendar page, may be 
canceled with little notice. The Journal Reg- 
ister encourages readers to contact event co- 
ordinators and organizers for updated event 
times. Have an event to promote? Email the 
information (in a Word doc or as email text — 
no PDFs, please — to mharrison@ turley.com. 


NOW 
SUMMER CONCERT SERIES: Hitch- 
cock Free Academy welcomes everyone to 
a summer concert series featuring a variety 
of music now through Aug. 25. Go to hitch- 
cockacademy.org to view the schedule and for 
more information. 


CHICKEN BARBECUE: The Ware 
Grange Fair is back this year! We will be 
holding a Chicken Barbecue at the Fair 4-5:30 
p.m. Saturday, Aug. 28. Eat outside under the 
tent or take out available. Meal includes a half 
chicken, baked potato, corn on the cob, din- 
ner roll, drink, and dessert. Reservations are 
required. Call 413-284-1135 or email ware- 
grange@comcast.net by August 20 to make 
your reservation for the chicken barbecue. 


CAPTURE THE FLAG: Travelnitch is a 
nonprofit that encourages families to travel, 
learn, and grow together. Even their annual 
fundraiser, scheduled for August 28 in down- 
town Monson (where Travelnitch is head- 
quartered), embodies this mission. Registered 


“travelers” will follow a series of digital clues 
around town, capturing flags from countries 
around the world. It’s a chance to compete 
for prizes while learning fun facts about the 
world. Travelnitch will be giving away an 
overnight getaway for a family of four, among 
other prizes. Anyone interested should send 
an email to info @travelnitch.org. 


USED BOOK DONATION DRIVE: 
Friends of the Monson Free Library are ac- 
cepting used adult, young adult, and children’s 
books in good condition for their annual book 
sale. No textbooks or audio/video/electronic 
media of any kind will be accepted. Bring do- 
nations directly to the DeSantis Community 
Room at the Monson Free Library during the 
following hours: Saturday, Aug. 28, 10 a.m. 
-2 p.m.; Tuesday, Aug. 31, 10 a.m. -6 p.m.; 
Wednesday, Sept. 1, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Thurs- 
day, Sept. 2, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. The Friends An- 
nual Book Sale will be the day of the Town 
Wide Tag Sale, Saturday, Sept. 4 from 8 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. 


SOON 
BINGO: St. Thomas the Apostle Parish 
will resume Friday night Bingo on Sept. 1, at 
the parish center on Thorndike Street. Games 
begin at 6:30 p.m. For changes in the for- 
mat, see facebook.com/StThomasTheApos- 
tlePalmerMA. 


POETRY WORKSHOP: Come and 
Write at the House of Art. A four-week poetry 
event sponsored by the Monson Arts Coun- 
cil on Monday evenings, Sept. 13, 20, 27 and 
Oct. 4 6:30-8:30. Fee for this special poetry 
event will be $15 for all four sessions led by 
Monson poet Gay Paluch. The workshop 
will be a place where people write, share and 
explore types of poetry, search for places to 
publish, and learn to constructively critique 
poetry. 

In 2011, Gay published her poems “Just 
This Morning,” illustrated in watercolors by 
the late Virginia Midyette. She has also been 
published in several journals, including Fresh- 
water, Silkworm 10, 11 and 12, the Common 
Ground Review, and The Anthology of Found 
Poetry. 

There will be a six person limit to attend 
this event. Sign up early! To register, email 
Maureen @ goodread.com or Maureen@mon- 
sonartscouncil.org. 


BOOK SALE: Sept. 4, 2021, the Friends 
of the Monson Free Library will be holding 
their annual used book sale from 8 a.m. to 3 
p.m. in the DeSantis Community Room at the 
Monson Free Library, 2 High Street, Mon- 
son. Adult, young adult and children’s books 
will be available for sale: $1 per hardcover; 
50 cents per paperback; bring your own tote 
bag and fill for $5. Proceeds will benefit pro- 
grams at the Monson Free Library supported 
by the Friends. For inquiries, email friends. 
monsonfreelibrary @ gmail.com. 


DEATH 
NOTICES 


Joseph Charles Messina Jr., 73 
Died: Aug. 8, 2021 


Bruce A. Platt Jr., 50 

Died: Aug. 12, 2021 

Visitation: 1-4 p.m. Aug. 22 at 
Beers & Story Palmer Funeral Home 


August 19, 2021 
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OBITUARY POLICY 


obits @turley.com. 


Turley Publications offers two types of obituaries. 

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing the name of deceased, 
date of death and funeral date and place. 

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $100, which allows 


families to publish extended death notice information of their 
own choice and may include a photograph. Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries should be submitted through a funeral home to: 


Exceptions will be made only when the family 
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 


Joseph Charles Messina Jr. 73 


Joseph Charles Messina Jr., 
73, of Monson, passed peaceful- 
ly Aug. 8, 2021 surrounded by 
his three sons, Joseph Charles 
Messina III, Joshua Michael 
Messina, and Jason William 
Messina. 

Joseph was born in Ware to 
the late Joseph and Marie Messi- 
na on April 23, 1948. 

In 1968, Joseph left Monson 
for Parris Island on his journey 
to become a United States Ma- 
rine, an event that guided the 
remainder of his life. As proud 
as Joseph was of his own accom- 
plishment, he took great pride 
when his son Joseph and later 
his grandson Jadon followed in 
his footsteps in becoming a Ma- 
rine. After being honorably dis- 
charged from the Marine Corps, 
Joseph worked at Milton Bradley 
and Sullivan’s Trucking before 
landing at the United States Post 
Office. 

Joseph began his career at 
the Post Office loading and un- 
loading bags of mail and later 
became a letter carrier. Joseph 
retired from the Post Office after 
34 years of service, the majori- 
ty of which was spent delivering 


mail out of the Indian 
Orchard branch. 

After Joseph re- 
tired from the United 
States Post Office, he 
filled his time by car- 
rying on his love for 
the Marine Corps by 
being active in the Ma- 
rine Corps League at 
the local and nation- 
al level, at his peak holding the 
office of National Assistant Vice 
Commandant as well as the Na- 
tional Seat for the New England 
Division. Joseph took great 
pride in his service to the Marine 
Corps League and especially his 
planning of the yearly conven- 
tion for the New England Ma- 
rine Corps League over the past 
several years. Joseph was recog- 
nized for his service and devo- 
tion to the Marine Corps League 
earning the distinction of Marine 
of the Year in 2004, the Distin- 
guished Service Award, and the 
Distinguished Citizen Award. 

In addition to the regular 
Marine Corps League opera- 
tions, Joseph found great enjoy- 
ment with the Military Order of 
the Devil Dogs. 


€ 
1-) 


In addition to his 
three sons, Joseph 
leaves behind his six 
grandchildren: Alexis 
(25), Myranda (23), 
Joseph IV (23), Jadon 
(20), Marissa (19), 
and Jacob (3). Joseph 
is also survived by his 
younger sister, Nancy, 
and brother James. 

Joseph’s joy with his activ- 
ity in the Marine Corps League 
and the NRA was only trumped 
by his love for his family. Joseph 
forever looked forward to the 
visits and time he was able to 
spend with his sons and grand- 
children and will be looking 
down on them with joy and love 
for the rest of their years. 

Family and friends were in- 
vited to a celebration of the life 
of Joseph on Sunday, Aug. 15, 
and was continued on Monday, 
Aug. 16, 2021 at the Beers and 
Story Funeral Home in Palmer, 
Massachusetts. Burial followed 
with military honors at the Hill- 
crest Cemetery, 32 Wilbraham 
Road, Monson, Massachusetts. 


Bruce A. Platt, Jr., 50 


THORNDIKE — Bruce 
A. Platt, Jr, 50, passed away 
peacefully in his sleep on Aug. 
12, 2021, after a long battle with 
Huntington’s disease. 

His brother and caretaker, 
Brian Platt and faithful canine 
companion, Chloe, were at his 
side. 

Bruce was born July 31, 
1971, in Kingston, N.Y. to the 
late Bruce Platt, Sr. and Berna 


(Hitt) Lambert. He worked as 
a truck driver for a number of 
companies for many years. He 
was a big fan of NASCAR and 
an even bigger fan of the Patri- 
ots, although, any NFL game 
would do. Bruce is survived by 
his wife, Karen Platt; children, 
Ashley and Jamie Platt; brother, 
Brian Platt; sister, Corinne Guti- 
errez; niece, Paige Grushey; as 
well as loving family members 


HOLLAND COMMUNITY CENTER 


Community 


and activities for all 


HOLLAND — The Holland 
Community Center at 40 Brim- 
field Road offers fun, educational, 
and life-enriching activities for all 
ages. Here’s a look at what’s going 
on: 

On Monday, Aug. 23, build 
an old-fashioned water pump lamp 
using cardstock, various inking 
techniques, and embossing. Sign 
up using “MYACTIVECENTER” 
under Papercrafts. Cost is $30 total 
for both classes. 

Here’s the weekly lineup: 


Every Monday 

Mah Jongg — 10:15 a.m. 
Take out Lunch — 11:45 a.m. 
Lunch — noon 

Texas Hold’em — 4:30 p.m. 


Every Tuesday 
Crafters Social — 10:30 a.m. 
Dominoes — 10:30 a.m. 


Every Wednesday 

Mix it Up — 10 a.m. 

Take out Lunch — 11:45 a.m. 
Lunch — noon 

Mah Jongg — 1 p.m. 


Every Thursday 
Food Drive — 11 a.m. 
Cribbage — 12:15 p.m. 
Pitch —5 p.m. 

Yoga — 6 p.m. 


Dominoes — Tuesdays 
at 10:30 a.m. 

Did you play dominoes as a 
kid? Have you heard of the Mex- 
ican Train version? We are play- 
ing every Tuesday at 10:30 a.m. 
If you’ve played before, or you’re 
new to the game, it won’t mat- 
ter. We have lots of fun. We just 


learned about an app for counting 
the dots so you can play using dots, 
or using numbers, whichever you 
prefer. We already have a few new 
players and they’re having a good 
time. RSVP encouraged but walk- 
ins allowed. 


Special August events: 


Aug. 21 — FoHRA Meeting 

Aug. 23 — Water Pump Lamp 
1 p.m.; Bingo 4 p.m. 

Aug. 25 — Memory 


Helping Wales Community 
Pantry 

We are still collecting food 
for the Wales Community Pantry. 
The Pantry serves the residents of 
Holland, Wales, and Brimfield. 
They need peanut butter, jelly, 
Spam, cereal, and other nonper- 
ishable goods. You can drop off 
food anytime or day the Center is 
open. Monetary Donations can be 
made out to Wales Community 
Pantry. Monetary Donations help 
the Pantry to order fresh meats and 
produce. 


Need pet food? 

Here Today, Adopted Tomor- 
row has been very generous help- 
ing the residents of Holland and 
other towns by bringing dog and 
cat food here each week. If you 
need some for your animals, please 
stop by any time we are open. 


Hungry? 

You can dine-in or take out 
meals on Mondays and Wednes- 
days. Take out Pick up is 11:45 
a.m.-noon. Dine-in is at noon. A $3 
donation RSVP required. Due to a 


in NY and many devoted friends. 

Visitation will be held on 
Sunday, Aug. 22, from 1 to 4 
p.m. at the Beers & Story Palmer 
Funeral Home. 

In lieu of flowers, consid- 
er making donations in Bruce’s 
memory to the Huntington’s 
Disease Society of America by 
visiting hsda.org. Visit beersand- 
story.com to extend online con- 
dolences. 


center offering meals 


wonderful donation from the Hol- 
land Council on Aging, any Hol- 
land senior resident will be able to 
get their lunch for a $3 suggested 
donation. * 

For a $5 suggested donation 
you will get the entrée, a side and 
dessert. 

All ages are welcome to order. 

Upcoming menu: 

Aug. 23 — Italian beef skillet 
with rice 

Aug .25 — Mac & cheese with 
hot dogs 

Aug. 30 —Super salad bar 

The reservation needs to be in 
by the Thursday the week before 
so Rose will have ample time to 
get ingredients. Unfortunately, un- 
like some other centers, we do not 
have access to a food bank or com- 
modities monthly, so the prices are 
higher for many items at this time. 


Want more? 

Here’s are other activities that 
may interest you: 

Crafter’s Social and Quilting - 
Bring whatever you would like to 
work on, or learn something new 
from these talented ladies, or just 
sit and chat. Tuesday mornings at 
10:30. 


Go online for info 

town.holland.ma.us/commu- 
nity-center 

town.holland.ma.us/coun- 
cil-aging-outreach-coordinator 

town.holland.ma.us/coun- 
cil-aging 

Be sure to check out the new 
Outreach page on Facebook at 
Holland-Outreach-Holland-MA. 

* Please have exact change if 
possible. 
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PALMER 


The Palmer Police Department 
responded to 398 calls and made 12 
arrests or summons for arrests Aug. 
10 — 17. Those arrested will appear 
at the Palmer District Court and are 
innocent until proven guilty: 


Wednesday, Aug. 11 

Judith F. Real, 37, of 1004B 
Maple. St. Apt. APT B, Palmer, was 
arrested at 3:29 a.m., on Thornd- 
ike Street in Palmer, on charges of 
operating a motor vehicle with a 
suspended license for operating a 
motor vehicle under the influence 
of liquor and operating an unregis- 
tered motor vehicle. 


Robin Shafer, 33, of 96.5 
Springfield St., Three Rivers, was 


arrested at 6:32 p.m., on Springfield 
Street in Three Rivers, for disorder- 
ly conduct. 


Saturday, Aug. 14 

Valentin Valencia, 55, of 31 
Willington HL, Willington, was ar- 
rested at 1:21 a.m., on Thorndike 
Street in Palmer, on charges of op- 
erating a motor vehicle after license 
or right to was revoked and operat- 
ing a motor vehicle under the influ- 
ence of liquor. Valencia was also ar- 
rested on a protective custody call. 


Joseph D. Bissonnette, 40, of 
44 South St. Apt. #3, Three Rivers, 
was arrested at 9:01 p.m., on Palmer 
Road in Three Rivers on charges of 
a marked lanes violation; operating 
a motor vehicle under the influence 


of liquor and negligent operation of 
a motor vehicle. 


Sunday, Aug. 15 
Karen Guertin, 67, of 123 Main 
St., Apt. IFL, Ware, was arrested at 
9:34 p.m., on Wright Street in Palm- 
er, for a warrant. 


Monday, Aug. 16 

Bruce Richard Wdowiak, 54, 
of 6 Lovewell St., Ware, was ar- 
rested at 10:53 p.m., in the area of 
Lawrence Street of Shearer Street 
in Palmer, on charges of operating 
a motor vehicle under the influence 
of liquor; negligent operation of a 
motor vehicle and a marked lanes 
violation. 


PALMER 


The Palmer Fire Department 
responded to II calls Aug. Il — 
Aug. 15: 

On Wednesday, Aug. 11, was 
arrested at 5:03 p.m., for a motor 
vehicle accident with a fluid spill in 
Thorndike Street. The department 
returned to service at 5:59 p.m. 

On Thursday, Aug. 12, was 
arrested at 12:48 p.m., the depart- 
ment responded to a grass fire on 
West Ware Road. The department 
returned to service at 1:21 p.m. 

On Thursday, Aug. 12, at 5:21 
p-m., the department responded to 
a carbon monoxide detector acti- 
vation on Breckenridge Street. The 
department returned to service at 
5:55 p.m. 

On Thursday, Aug. 12, at 8:08 
p-m., the department responded to 
a call that was dispatched and can- 
celled en route on the Mass Pike. 
The department retuned to service 
at 8:13 p.m. 

On Thursday, Aug. 12, at 9:25 
p-m., the department responded to 
a medical assistance call on North 
Main Street. The department re- 
turned to service at 9:48 p.m. 

On Friday, Aug. 13, at 3:49 
p.m., the department responded to 
a medical assistance call on Wright 
Street. The department retuned to 
service at 4:15 p.m. 

On Saturday, Aug. 14, at 3:10 
a.m., the department responded to 
a carbon monoxide detector activa- 
tion on Church Street in Thorndike. 
The department returned to service 
at 3:52 a.m. 

On Saturday, Aug. 14, at 4:07 
a.m., the department responded to 
a carbon monoxide detector activa- 
tion on River Street. The department 
returned to service at 4:35 a.m. 

On Sunday, Aug. 15, at 7:54 
a.m., the department responded to a 
medical assistance on Center Street 
in Thorndike. The department re- 
turned to service at 8:25 a.m. 

On Sunday, Aug. 15, at 7:41 
p.m., the department responded to 
a medical assistance on East Palm- 
er Park Drive. The department re- 
turned to service at 8:01 p.m. 

On Sunday, Aug. 15, at 7:48 
p-m., the department responded to 
a medical assistance call on South 
Main Street. The department re- 
turned to service at 8:08 p.m. 


BONDSVILLE 


The Bondsville Fire Depart- 
ment responded to one call Aug. 10 
— 16: 

On Wednesday, Aug. 
11, at 5:28 p.m., the de- 
partment responded to an 
outside burning complaint. 
The department returned 
to service at 5:44 p.m. 

On Thursday, Aug. 
12, at 7:41 a.m., the de- 
partment responded to a 
mutual aid call for a report 
of black smoke coming 
from the roof on Franklin 
Street in Belchertown. The 
department returned to 
service at 7:56 a.m. 

On Sunday, Aug. 15, 
at 6:08 p.m., the depart- 
ment responded to a re- 
port of smoke in the area. 
Nothing was found and 
the department returned to 
service at 6:30 p.m. 

On Sunday, Aug. 15, 
at 8:07 p.m., the depart- 
ment responded to a med- 


haluchsmemorials.com 


ical assistance call on South Main 
Street. The department returned to 
service at 8:40 p.m. 


MONSON 


The Monson Fire Department 
responded to 12 fire calls and 25 
EMS calls Aug. 9 — 15: 

On Monday, Aug. 9, at 5:52 
p-m., the department responded to 
an EMS assistance call on Palmer 
Road. The department returned to 
service at 6:54 p.m. 

On Monday, Aug. 9, at 6:51 
p.m., the department responded to a 
smoke investigation on Wales Road. 
The department returned to service 
at 7:10 p.m. 

On Tuesday, Aug. 10, at 1:05 
p.m., the department responded to 
a fire alarm activation on Stafford 
Road. The department returned to 
service at 1:56 p.m. 

On Tuesday, Aug. 10, at 1:58 
p-m., the department responded 
to a fire alarm activation on Staf- 
ford Road. The 
department 
returned to ser- 
vice at 2:21 
p.m. 

On Tues- 
day, Aug. 10, 
at 7:48 p.m., 
the department 
assisted the po- BOS 
lice department r= 
on Main Street. 
The department 
returned to ser- 
vice at 8:38 


SULLIVAN 


9:48 p.m., the department respond- 
ed to a fire alarm activation on Elm 
Street. The department returned to 
service at 10:45 p.m. 

On Saturday, Aug. 14, at 9:41 
a.m., the department responded to 
a motor vehicle accident on Main 
Street. The department returned to 
service at 10:37 a.m. 

On Saturday, Aug. 14, at 5:22 
p-m., the department responded to 
a motor vehicle accident on Upper 
Hampden Road. The department re- 
turned to service at 5:46 p.m. 

On Sunday, Aug. 15, at 1:45 
p-m., the department responded 
to an EMS assistance call on Wo- 
odridge Road. The department re- 
turned to service at 4:10 p.m. 

On Sunday, Aug. 15, at 11:55 
p.m., the department responded to a 
fire alarm activation on Main Street. 
The department returned to service 
at 12:09 a.m. 


MA Lic. #107 


SULLIVAN 


AUCTIONEERS + LLC 


TOWN OF HOLLAND 
LAND 
=” AUCTION 


Thursday, August 26 at 5PM 
Holland Elementary School 


23 PROPERTIES OFFERED AS FOLLOWS: 


p.m. 
O n 


FEATURED PROPERTIES ($5,000 DEPOSIT TO BID): 


Wednesday, 
Aug. Il, at 
4:30 p.m., the 
department re- 
sponded to a 


# Leno Road (3-B-32) - 18,400: SF 

© Forest Drive (ROS-A-19) - 15,825: SF 

© Forest Drive (R05-B-5) - 16,755: SF 
ADDITIONAL LOTS — ($1,500 DEPOSIT TO BID) 

TO BE SOLD **ABSOLUTE**-— (REGARDLESS OF PRICE!) 


© Amber Road (R27-B-12) - 15,000+ SF 
© Lynn Ave/Judy Dr (R32-B-1.8) - 
13,995 SF 


public _assis- 
tance call on 
Butler Road. 
The department 
returned to ser- 


vice at 4:56 
p.m. * Willia 

On Thurs- * Heritage Dr (R32-D-3.4) - 6,255 SF 
day, Aug. 12, © 9 Birch Dr (R34-A-4) - 5,350: SF 
at 7:34 p.m. * Cherokee Rd (R36-E-16) - 7,920: SF 
the department * Mountain Rd/Haltway Ln (3 Lots ) 
three — branch- 


es on wire on 
Paradise Lake. 
The department 
returned to ser- 


© Shore Drive (RO1-B-10) - 5,000: SF 

© 16 Island Road (R10-B-5) - 6,960: SF 

© Apple Tree Lane (R13-F-10) - 3,325 SF 
© Forest Lane (R13-F-4) - 7,650 SF 

© Kimball Hill Rd (R13-G-8) - 6,625 SF 


(R36-F-1; R36-F-18 & 19) - 15,150+ SF 
© North Cottage Rd (R36-H-26) - 3,200: SF 
© 9 Overlook & Sandy Beach Rd 

(2 Lots ) (R36-J-2 & 3) - 9,160+ SF 


**Signs are located in approximate locations. Inventory subject to change.** 


© Cherokee Rd (2 Lots ) (R37-C-29 & 30) 
¢ Halfway Lane (3 Lots ) 

(R38-A-5, 6 & 7) - 11,120 SF 
© Deer Run (R38-A-19) - 4,460+ SF 
© Deer Run (R38-A-27) - 4,000+ SF 
+ SF © Cherokee Rd (R38-A-38) - 9,905: SF 
© Deer Run (R38-A-28) - 13,335: SF 
¢ Halfway Lane (2 Lots ) 

(R38-B-15 & 16 aka #55) - 7,466: SF 
* Evelyif{TE DRAW: SF 


+ Ely: sF 


+ Evelyi{TTME GAL sF 


vice at 9:41 
p.m. 

On Thurs- 
day, Aug. 12, at 


MEMORIALS 


TERMS: Required deposits as noted; 
8% buyer’s premium; balance due 30 days. 
Call or visit web for more details and info package! 


Sullivan-Auctioneers.com ¢ 617-350-7700 


Feluehs 


Cemetery Memorials + Markers 


Granite Benches 


Religious Statuary + Outdoor Display 


— RAY HALUCH INC. 
1014 Center St 


Ludlow, MA ! 583-6508 


The Library Loft 


Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center * 1085 Park Street, Palmer 


We are celebrating our 
20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons. 
Thanks to our wonderful “friends,” volunteers and patrons. 


Hours: 


Tues. 10am-4pm * Wed. 10am - 4pm 
Thurs. 10am - 4pm ° Fri. 1Oam-4pm *° Sat. 1Oam-2pm 


+ 


Book dona 


HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE 


ions will be accepted at the Falmer Public 
Library or the Library Loft during open hours. 

Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books. 
We accept books only in good, clean condition. 


For more information call 283-3330 ext. 100 


ell 


Proceeds To Benefit the Palmer Public Library 


5 es | 


OO a ww 


PAGE 10 


August 19, 2021 


I THE JOURNAL REGISTER 


Classifieds 


12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS I 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 


ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


FIREWOOD 


A1 WE STILL HAVE SEASONED 
FIREWOOD Prompt Delivery and 
Competitive Pricing. Call now S & K 
413-267-9402 


AB Hauling and 


© — i 
a So Removal Service 


2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD 
REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 

8868. 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


DEPENDABLE’ ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


LAWN & GARDEN 


*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8 
screened, $30/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; 
No additives, fillers or by-products. Lo- 
cal deliv. to Oakham and surrounding 
towns only. Eliot Starbard 508-882- 
0140. 


MASONRY 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 


P/T ADULT SERVICES LIBRAR- 
IAN The Town of Wilbraham is look- 
ing for a 17.5 hour (average) per week 
librarian to plan and deliver programs 
and events for adults, work on the 
circulation desk, provide reference 
services, assist library patrons in use 
of library technologies, request inter-li- 
brary loans, selects materials, main- 
tain a balanced adult collection, 

and perform other library duties. 
$19.49/hr, no benefits, some evening 
and weekend hours required. Four 
year degree required, MLS strongly 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


Call us at 413.283.8393 


COMMERCIAL 
RENTALS 


FOR RENT APPROXIMATELY 
800 SQ. FT. with easy access. Good 
for storage etc. Also have approxi- 
mately 1600 Sq. Ft. unit with street 
level entrance. Call (413)967-7772 
for more information. Reasonable rent. 


FOR RENT 


STORAGE 


SECURE STORAGE Winter Spe- 
cial. Rent a 5’x10: 2 months payment 
up front, 3rd month free. Call Mary 
(413)531-3722 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 


BF FIREWOOD Seasoned or Fresh A HOME IMPROVEMENT SPE- Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B STOP WET dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! preferred, public library work experi- In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
Cut, Split and Delivered. Call for CIALIST Decks, additions, caraces Call (413)244-7096. Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call ence preferred. Apply online at www. dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
prompt delivery. (413)657-6143 Lo- CAI out A ned BASEMENTS Now: 1-888-513-1505. wilbraham-ma.gov no later than beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
cated in Monson. Sneas, porcnes, repair WOrk. BDI 4:30 pm on 9/3/2021, EOE Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@ aol.com 
fonleved Tt setae eereeee: ble ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT for more information. 
FIREWOOD #053483 EXCAVATING WATERPROOFING | ss PETS The Palmer Senior Center is looking 


Fresh cut & split $175.00 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 


All brick, block, stone, concrete. 


for a FULL-TIME VAN DRIVER. 


Seasoned cut & split $225.00 Hatchway doors, basement win- is i : i ition wi 
cha Established 1976. New re-roofs and ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVA- Gows. chimneys rebuilt & repaired RETIRED RACING SS a eerie EQUAL HOUSING FOR RENT 
Tree length avai repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. TION 35 yrs of happy customers. lati : : GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE : : ' ; OPPORTUNITY 
gth available : ; foundations repaired, basement wa: Diploma or equivalent, two years’ ex- 
*Also have seasoned softwood for Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 508-882-0140 FOR ADOPTION 


outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


Over a cord 
guaranteed. Cut, Split, Prompt deliv- 
ery. Call D & D Cordwood (413)348- 


anes: Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 Hownotpalmercom or discrimination.” We will not knowing- or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
DK es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin KEEP IT PAINTING- Klems ex OR GO TO ly accept any advertising for real es- | age. marital status, or any intention to 
. (978)355-6864, cellent exterior painting. Interiors too. WWW.GREYHOUND Town of Ludlow seeks to hire FT tate which is in violation of the law. All make any such preference, limitation or 

Powerwashing Specializing in all aspects of quality OPTIONS.ORG COOK, Council on Aging. Du- persons are hereby informed that all discrimination. 


OLD CARPENTER TOOLS wanrt- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Vintage 
hunting, camping, cast iron cookware. 
Covid guidelines followed. Call Ken 
(413)433-2195. 


6679 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for es- 
timate. 


We powerwash houses, decks, 
patios. roof cleaning/ 
non-pressure wash. Removes ugly 
dark staining & moss. 

Free estimates. Fully insured, 
owner operated, 

Call (413)297-4276 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246- 
2783 Ron. 


terproofing systems, sump pumps. 
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic 
#14790. Call (413)569-1611, 
(413)374-5377 


PAINTING 


painting and staining. 25 years ex 
perience. Free consultation. Steve 
(413)477-8217 


PLUMBING 


SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 


perience in driving an eight passenger 
(wheelchair) van, have valid driver's 
license, and good driving record. 
Training is required for CPR, Basic 
First Aid and MArtap Training. If inter- 
ested please send resume to Palmer 
COA @ 1029 Central St, Palmer 
MA 01069, or email to mjohnson@ 


ties: all aspects of food preparation 
and delivery for 80-200 seniors at 
multi-purpose Senior Center; planning 
monthly menus; preparing and serving 
daily, well-balanced meals; thoroughly 
cleaning of kitchen and equipment; 
placing food orders and maintaining 
inventory in freezers, refrigerators and 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, col- 
or, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta- 
tus, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 


dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


HILLSIDE VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS 


APPLICATIONS NOW BEING 
ACCEPTED FOR ONE, TWO 


a 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federa 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 


This newspaper will not knowingly accep 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
his newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain abou 
discrimination call The Department o 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
oll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 


LINC’S PLUMBING ility. Begi pantry; supervising kitchen volunteers area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
WANTED TO BUY PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years INSTRUCTION LIC. #327222 eo hee oe and maintaining a clean, safe kitchen Oe ee ree number for the hearing impaired is 
experience. References. Lic #086220. “New Season” Leasing also available. Convenient lo- environment. High school diploma or 1-800-927-9275. 
COMIC BOOKS WANTED! Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. DON’T BE A STARVING ART- “New Projects” cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley cain gt ee ye steal and hot water included 
Comics, Comic Artwork, IST - learn how to teach painting with Call LINC'S — (413)532-9753 aera dhe el en Sign *Ample Closets 
Vintage Toys, Pulps, Mags! this special method to people of all For Your Connection www.orionfarm.net : i ett acon el om -Filly Applianed 
50+ years of experience! ages and abilities and have your own (413)668-5299 . i ee i" oak Ee Ml $18 ed “Community Room 
Gary Dolgoff 413-529-0326 business with a stable income. Fill the 2 Frc akenefiied nica cesiicn. | aLaulidry acilics 
gary@gdcomics.com need for more art in healthcare facili- See website for details and aac: *Cats Welcome 


CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 


Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 


WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse 
drawn vehicles such as sleighs, car- 
riages, surreys, wagons, dr’s bug- 
gies, driveable or lawn ornaments. 


es. Quality workmanship. Call 
(413)213-0373 for estimate and 
information. 


DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


ties. Check it out at: 
www.artis4every1.com 
or call (508)882-3848 


LANDSCAPING 


Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 


TREE WORK 


AAA - TROM’S TREE SER- 
VICE Let me save you mon- 
ey. Tree removal, hazard tree 
removal, cordwood, stump grind- 
ing. We're fully insured and work- 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Ev- 
erything from tree pruning, tree 
removal, stump grinding, storm 
damage and brush chipping. Hon- 
est and Dependable. Fully insured. 
Now offering a Senior Citizen and 


FULL OR PART TIME POSITION 
FOR PIZZA MAKER or line cook at 
Francensco’s Restaurant 45 Palmer 
Road in Brimfield Ma apply in person 
(413)245-6691 


FULL 
TOWN OF BROOKFIELD Town 


TIME TREASURER, 


selectmen@brookfieldma.us 

no later than 4 pm September 8, 2021. 
Salary $70,000-$75,000. Full job de- 
scription found on town website https:// 
www.brookfieldma.us under Employ- 
ment Opportunities. 


Well established Western MA/North- 


tion: www.ludlowma.us:81/HR/. 
Deadline: 9/1/21. EOE. 


Town of Ludlow seeks to hire FT 
PUBLIC SAFETY DISPATCHER. 
Duties: Answer 911 calls; assign po- 
lice, fire and emergency medical staff 
and equipment to calls, complaints, 


signments and radio communications. 
Maintain lines of communication with 
callers to request additional info. and 
update responders. High school diplo- 
ma or equivalent; experience working 
with the public and/or emergency ser- 
vices preferred. Must meet all state 
standards for public safety communi- 


*Extra Storage 
24 Hour Maintenance 
For Information call 
(413)967-7755 EHO 


17 Convent Hill, 
Ware, MA 


EQUAL HOUSING & 


OPPORTUNITY 


TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC 


$12.50 Each 


Purchase a photo that 


5 ; ‘ 

e "Re Some furniture and other restoration A+ ROZELL’S men’s comp. for your protec: +  sokfield seeks full time Treasurer. emergencies, and alarms for fire, recently ran in one of 
eas INS i ilable. R ble pri Eenbstane& tion. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call. mit cover latter and resume to burglary, medical, panic, etc. Log as- e our publications 
SRLS) — SETVICES availabe. Teasonable pilc BOBCAT SERVICE Jason (413)283-6374 » panic, etc. . 


Go to newspapers.turley. 
com/photo-request 


basements, demo services. Maintenance Veteran discount. Call today for free a ; . Fi : 
10% disc. with this ad of services. Small Demolition/ Junk Removal’ _ estimate (413)478-4212 ern CT General Contractor seeking cations officer, including background ° . 
: Cl ‘ highly motivated SUPERVISOR — checks; and acquire appropriate cer- R str tl n n r 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. APPLIANCES can ours js to oversee field personnel and sub- __ tifications within specified timelines. e a O U e Wa 
All Major CC’s Insured NEILSEN’S ADVANCED TREE : 3 
contractors on various commercial 


CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


JOHN SHEA’S APPLIANCE RE- 
PAIR Get it done right!!! Same day 
service. 508-867-7124, 774-200- 
1391 Check us out on facebook 


Josh Rozell 413-636-5957 


**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv- 
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro- 
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537- 
5789 (413)538-7954. 


MANAGEMENT. Offering Resi- 
dential and commercial Tree Work. 
Quality work, reasonable prices. 
Fully Insured Call Ron Neilsen 
(413)813-5778 


projects. Construction Supervisor's 
License, OSHA 30 & Hydraulics Li- 
cense preferred. Salary is commensu- 
rate with experience. Email resume to 
pjc@abuilders.com. 


Salary: $17.37-$22.16/hr; a benefitted, 
union position. See website for details 
and application: www.ludlowma. 
us:81/HR/. Deadline: 8/30/21. EOE. 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 
or call: 413-283-8393 


CATEGORY: 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 


Base Price 
$27.50 


DEADLINES: QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 


Village Hills 


MDDLEFELD 


Base Price 
$26.00 


SANOISFILD 
Base Price 
$28.00 


PLAINFIELD 


WORTHINGTON 


Quabbin ———— 


Circulation: 
50,500 


BELCHERTOWN 


‘cUMMINGTON 


PALMER 


WILLIAMSBURG 
CHESTERFIELD 


NEW BRAINTREE 
. 


BRINFIELD 


HOLLAND 


BLANDFORD 


WESTFIELD 


Suburban 


Residential 
Circulation: 
59,000 


for before and 
after-school program 


MONSON - Parents who need a child care option 
are invited to register for the Monson Public Schools 
Before and After School Care Program. 

Designed for students in grades one through six, 
the program will operate in the morning and early eve- 


ning. 


“Tt’s a really helpful program,” Brie Johnston, MPS 
Communications and Programs Administrator, said. 

“Kids can get homework help in the afternoon, 
snacks and playtime. Overall, it is a safe environment 
within the school building, where parents can rest as- 
sured and know that their kids are being cared for.” 

Acceptance is on a first-come basis, due to limited 
staffing. For more information on this program and to 
register a student, visit monsonschools.com. 


Our advertisers make 
this publication 
possible. 


Let them know you 
saw their ad in the 


Base Price Base Price Base Price 
$28.50 $29.50 $30.00 


Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 


$29.00 


Journal 
Register 


Base Price 


Base Price Base Price Base Price 
$30.50 $31.00 $31.50 $32.00 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 
First ZONE base price 
Add a second ZONE 
Add a third ZONE 
Subtotal 
x Number of Weeks 
TOTAL Enclosed 


Base Price Base Price Base Price Base Price 
$32.50 $33.00 $33.50 $34.00 WEST 
‘SPRINGFIELD 


Base Price Base Price Base Price Base Price 
$34.50 $35.00 $35.50 $36.00 


Includes 
additional words 


Name: 


Address: 


Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


Qui 


Town: State: Zip: 


Number of Weeks: 
Credit Card: 
Card #: 


X per week rate = $ 
O Cash M1 Check# 
CVV 


(4 MasterCard VISA 4 Discover 


Exp. Date 


Amount of charge: Date: 


OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


Public notices 


August 19, 2021 


I THE JOURNAL REGISTER 


PALMER 
PLANNING BOARD 
PUBLIC HEARING 

NOTICE 
In accordance with the 

provisions of Chapter 40A, 
Section 11 M.G.L., the 
Planning Board will hold a 
public hearing on Monday, 
August 30,2021 at 7:05 PM 
in the Town Administration 
Building, 4417 Main Street, 
Palmer, MA. 

The applicant, Jerzy 
Sejdera is seeking a site plan 
approval as allowed under 
section 171.29 to operate a 
tradesmen base of operations 
for a landscaping company 
located at 285 Wilbraham 
Street, Palmer MA. This 
parcel is also known as 
Assessor’s Map 5, Lot 13-1 

A copy of the applica- 
tion may be inspected at the 
Planning Department office 
in Administrative Building 
from 8:30 AM to 4:30 PM 
Monday through Thursday. 

Anyone interested in 
more information or wishing 
to be heard on the applica- 
tion can contact the Planning 
Department at 413-283-2605 
or appear at the time and 
place designated above. 

This notice shall also be 
posted on the Massachusetts 
Newspaper Publishers 
Association’s (MNPA) web- 
site (http://masspublicnotic- 
es.org). 

Michael Marciniec, 

Chairman 
08/12, 08/19/2021 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD21C0187CA 
In the matter of: 
Carol Lee Gruszka 
CITATION ON PETITION 
TO CHANGE NAME 
A Petition to Change 
Name of Adult has been 
filed by Carol Lee Gruszka 
of Wales, MA requesting 
that the court enter a Decree 
changing their name to: 
Carol Lee Czerniak 
IMPORTANT NOTICE 
Any person may appear 
for purposes of objecting 
to the petition by filing an 
appearance at: Hampden 
Probate and Family Court 
before 10:00 a.m. on the 
return day of 09/07/2021. 
This is NOT a hear- 
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a written 
appearance if you object to 
this proceeding. 
WITNESS, Hon. 
Barbara M Hyland, First 
Justice of this Court. 
Date: August 10, 2021 
Rosemary A Saccomani 
Register of Probate 
08/19/2021 


LEGAL NOTICE 
MORTGAGEE’S 
SALE OF REAL ESTATE 

By virtue of and in exe- 
cution of the Power of 
Sale contained in a certain 
mortgage given by Karyn 
Landreville a/k/a Karyn 
Landerville to Option One 
Mortgage Corporation, dated 
April 20, 2007 and recorded 
in Hampden County Registry 
of Deeds in Book 16643, 
Page 32 (the “Mortgage”), 
as affected by a Loan 
Modification Agreement 
dated May 13, 2008, and 
recorded at said Registry 
of Deeds in Book 17454, 
Page 525 of which mortgage 
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., 
as Trustee for Option One 
Mortgage Loan Trust 2007- 
6, Asset-Backed Certificates, 
Series 2007-6 is the present 
holder by Assignment from 
Sand Canyon Corporation 
f/k/a Option One Mortgage 
Corporation to Wells Fargo 
Bank, N.A., as Trustee for 
Option One Mortgage Loan 
Trust 2007-6, Asset-Backed 
Certificates, Series 2007-6 
dated October 15, 2012 and 
recorded at said Registry of 
Deeds in Book 19586, Page 
93, for breach of conditions 
of said mortgage and for the 
purpose of foreclosing the 
same, the mortgaged prem- 
ises located at 138 Jim Ash 
Street a/k/a 138 Jim Ash 
Road, Bondsville (Palmer), 
MA 01069 will be sold at 
a Public Auction at 12:00 
PM on September 9, 2021, 
at the mortgaged premises, 
more particularly described 
below, all and singular the 
premises described in said 
mortgage, to wit: 

The land in that part of 
Palmer known as Bondsville, 
County of Hampden, 
Massachusetts, being known 
as designated as Lot Number 


seven (7) on a plan entitled, 
“Plan of Lots in Village 
of Bondsville, Palmer, 
owned by Nadeau Realty, 
Inc.” dated September 28, 
1978 and recorded by the 
Hampden County Registry 
of Deeds in Plan Book 181, 
Plan 78-79 and more partic- 
ularly described as follows: 

Beginning at an iron pin 
on the westerly line of of Jim 
Ash Road, being the north- 
easterly corner of said lot: 

Thence: S. 05° 53’ 26” W 
49.51 feet along said road to 
an iron pin set; 

Thence: along the west- 
erly line of said road on a 
curve to the left of a radius of 
457.55 feet to a distance of 
66.69 feet to an iron pin set; 

Thence: N. 87° 09’ 16” 
W. 510.58 feet to an iron pin 
set; 

Thence: N. 37° 51’ 46” E. 
70.02 feet to an iron pin set; 

Thence: N. 09° 32’ 59” E. 
83.85 feet to an iron pin set; 

Thence: S. 86° 06’ 34” E. 
462.58 feet to an iron pin set 
and the place of beginning. 

Containing 1,404 Acres. 

Subject to pole and 
line rights granted Central 
Massachusetts Electric 
Company as recited in Deed 
dated June 9, 1946 and 
recorded by the Hampden 
County Registry of Deeds 
in Book 1942, Page 285, if 
affects locus. 

Being the same premis- 
es conveyed to the grantors 
herein by deed of Henry P. 
Howell et ux dated April 
21, 1986 and recorded in 
Hampden County Registry 
of Deeds in Book 6057, Page 
277. 

For title reference see 
Deed Book 12361 Page 78 
filed 05/31/2002 in Hampden 
Registry of Deeds. 

For mortgagor’s title 
see deed recorded with the 
Hampden County Registry of 
Deeds in Book 12361, Page 
2. 

The premises will be sold 
subject to any and all unpaid 
taxes and other municipal 
assessments and liens, and 
subject to prior liens or other 
enforceable encumbrances of 
record entitled to precedence 
over this mortgage, and sub- 
ject to and with the benefit 
of all easements, restrictions, 
reservations and conditions 
of record and subject to all 
tenancies and/or rights of 
parties in possession. 

Terms of the Sale: 
Cashier’s or certified check 
in the sum of $5,000.00 as 
a deposit must be shown at 
the time and place of the 
sale in order to qualify as a 
bidder (the mortgage hold- 
er and its designee(s) are 
exempt from this require- 
ment); high bidder to sign 
written Memorandum of 
Sale upon acceptance of bid; 
balance of purchase price 
payable by certified check 
in thirty (30) days from the 
date of the sale at the offic- 
es of mortgagee’s attorney, 
Korde & Associates, P.C., 
900 Chelmsford Street, Suite 
3102, Lowell, MA 01851 
or such other time as may 
be designated by mortgag- 
ee. The description for the 
premises contained in said 
mortgage shall control in the 
event of a typographical error 
in this publication. 

Other terms to be 
announced at the sale. 

Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., 
as Trustee for Option One 
Mortgage Loan Trust 2007- 
6, Asset-Backed Certificates, 
Series 2007-6 

Korde & Associates, P.C. 

900 Chelmsford Street 
Suite 3102 
Lowell, MA 01851 
(978) 256-1500 
Landreville, Karyn, 
15-022863 
08/12, 08/19, 08/26/2021 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 
Hampden Division 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-8600 
Docket No. HD21 
P1242EA 
Estate of: 

Edward a. Schlesinger 
Date of Death: 
01/24/2021 
INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE 

To all persons interest- 
ed in the above captioned 
estate, by Petition of Petiti- 
oner Paul R. Schlesinger of 
Palmer, MA 

a Will has been admitted 
to informal probate. 

Paul R. Schlesinger 
of Palmer, MA has been 
informally appointed as the 
Personal Representative of 
the estate to serve without 
surety on the bond. 


The estate is being 
administered under informal 
procedure by the Personal 
Representative under the 
Massachusetts Uniform Pro- 
bate Code without super- 
vision by the Court. Inven- 
tory and accounts are not 
required to be filed with the 
Court, but interested parties 
are entitled to notice regard- 
ing the administration from 
the Personal Representative 
and can petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the 
estate, including distribu- 
tion of assets and expenses 
of administration. Interested 
parties are entitled to peti- 
tion the Court to institute 
formal proceedings and to 
obtain orders terminating 
or restricting the powers of 
Personal Representatives 
appointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the 
Petition and Will, if any, can 
be obtained from the Pet- 
itioner. 

08/19/2021 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD21P1540EA 
Estate of: 

James Joseph Smith 
Date of Death: 04/25/2021 
CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 
FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION 

To all interested persons: 

Charles Smith of Wales, 
MA requesting that the 
Court enter a formal Decree 
and Order and for such other 
relief as requested in the 
Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
that: Charles Smith of 


o 


Wales, MA be appointed as 
Personal Representative(s) 
of said estate to serve 
Without Surety on the bond 
in unsupervised adminis- 
tration. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at 
the Court. You have a right 
to object to this proceed- 
ing. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of 
09/06/2021. 

This is NOT a hear- 
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a writ- 
ten appearance and objec- 
tion if you object to this pro- 
ceeding. If you fail to file 
a timely written appearance 
and objection followed by 
an Affidavit of Objections 
within thirty (30) days of the 
return day, action may be 
taken without further notice 
to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 
UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC) 

A Personal Represent- 
ative appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsuper- 
vised administration is not 
required to file an inven- 
tory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons 
interested in the estate are 
entitled to notice regard- 
ing the administration 
directly from the Personal 
Representative and may 
petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the 
estate, including the dis- 
tribution of assets and 
expenses of administra- 
tion. 

WITNESS, Hon. 
Barbara M Hyland, First 


Justice of this Court. 
Date: August 09, 2021 
Rosemary A Saccomani 
Register of Probate 
08/19/2021 


TOWN OF PALMER 
LICENSE COMMISSION 
NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 

The Palmer Local 
Licensing Authority will 
hold a public hearing on 
Monday, September 20, 
2021 at 6:30 PM at the 
Palmer Town Administration 
Building, 4417 Main Street, 
Palmer MA 01069 on 
the application from Om 
Kalesvar Corporation under 
MGL C 138 §15 for a 
NEW OFF-Premises wine 
and malt Beverages License 
located at 2394 Main Street, 
Palmer, MA. Any persons 
interested in being heard 
should appear at the time 
and place designated above. 
08/19, 08/26/2021 


TOWN OF PALMER 
LICENSE COMMISSION 
NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEAIRNG 

The Palmer Local 
Licensing Authority will 
hold a public hearing on 
Monday, September 
20, 2021 at 6:40 PM at 
the Town Administration 
Building, 4417 Main Street, 
Palmer on the application 
Bruso Liquor Mart, under 
MGL C 138 §15 for an 
amendment to change 
officers/directors and the 
Manager located at 1240 
Park Street, Palmer, MA. 
Any persons interested in 
being heard should appear at 
the time and place designat- 
ed above. 

08/19, 8/26/2021 


YOUR LOCAL 
TRUSTED 
RELIABLE 
DEPENDABLE 


LINC’S 


Plumbing & Heating 


"Call LINC'S For Your Connection" 


413-668-5299 


Lic# J27222 


4 INSURANCE 


Www.moultoninsurance.com 
M OULTON Insurance Agency 


BUSINESS ¢ AUTO ¢ HOME ¢ LIFE 


Very Competitive Rates ¢ Experienced Professional Staff 


99% Customer Satisfaction Rate ¢ On-site Registry Processing 


Belchertown 
45 N. Main Street 
413-323-7229 


Safety Insurance’ 143 West Street 


AUTO + WONT + BUSWEST 


Ware 


413-967-3327 
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Park Saw Shop 
LOGGING - ARBORIST - SAFETY 
Shipping Can Be Arranged - Rentals Available 
413-544-9027 - 1-800-232-6132 


1292 Park Street, Palmer, MA 01069 
Mon.-Fri. 6:30am-4pm * Sat. 7am-Noon 


Husqvarna 


5 ELECTRICIAN 


STIHL 
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Student substance use 
surveys being analyzed 


By Eileen Kennedy 
Staff writer 


WARE - The Quaboag Hills Sub- 
stance Use Alliance recently discussed 
a survey regarding substance use 
among eighth, 10" and 12th-graders 
that was carried out last year, which 
has been done in Ware and surround- 
ing Quaboag Hills towns each year for 
about five years. 

The Drug-Free Communities 
grant, which the town of Ware is carry- 
ing out for Quaboag Hills town, allows 
the QHSUA to provide a substance 
use survey for those grades, and then 
shares the data with the schools and the 
public. 

The Alliance usually discusses 
the data during one of its available at 
a meeting, and Maegan Boutot, epide- 
miologist for an Alliance grant, said 
it would do so at an in-person meet- 
ing in September. At the moment they 
are analyzing the data, and hope that 
the results also show the impact of 
COVID-19 on the health of students. 

“One of the things we’re looking 
at is how to lower their (students’) risk 
of using substances,’ she said. They 
asked about 1,000 students. “It’s a 
good sample size,” she said. 

Q-Drug Coordinator Nekr Jenkins 
said it is important to present the data 
in way that shows the majority of stu- 
dents taking the survey are not using 
substances. 

“It’s important to present the data 
and acknowledge that the majority of 
students, parents, schools and commu- 
nities are doing great, positive things 
and they should recognized and sup- 
ported for their efforts,” Jenkins said. 
“However, we should also examine 
where we do need to focus on our sup- 


port and energies in areas where things 
are not going well.” 

Boutot also said that this year they 
will also be surveying youth 19 to 26, 
and parents of young adults with the 
same questions about substance use. 
An additional grant provided the mon- 
ey to extend the survey, she said. 

The Alliance is also waiting to 
hear whether its original federal, five- 
year Drug-Free Communities grant 
will be renewed for another five years, 
according to QHSUA Coordinator Gail 
Gramarrosa. 

Naloxboxes 

Ware Regional Recovery Center 
Coordinator Abaigeal Duda said Tap- 
estry Inc., a nonprofit that helps with 
recovery and healthcare issues, said 
the center has received a grant to buy 
12 Naloxboxes. They will be available 
in a number of towns and provide a 
drug that temporarily blocks opioids 
so those having an opioid overdose can 
survive until they get medical help. 

She said there will be an open 
house in September for the center’s 
new location on South Street. The 
WRRC is also sponsoring an art exhib- 
it about recovery, which will exhibit- 
ed at ArtWorks Gallery in September, 
which is Recovery Awareness Month. 

Duda said the center attended a 
Belchertown Farmers’ Market one day 
this summer and got a very positive 
response from people who were glad 
they had opened, with many saying 
they or someone they knew had issues 
with drugs or just acknowledging the 
need for services. While there had been 
some negative comments on Facebook 
about them attending, Gramarrosa said 
it shows that community compassion 
outweighs negative talk on social me- 
dia. 


journalregister.turley.com 
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3 ROOFING 


Make the Right Connection! 
David L. Beaudoin 


Licensed Electrician 


Residential, Commercial, Industrial 


(413) 267-0015 


FULLY INSURED 


#34930-E ¢ R-I-29085-10-07613 


Seamless Aluminum Gutters 


65 Main Street, Wilbraham e (413) 596-9611 
Mon.-Fri. 7am to 5pm - Please No Sundays - Lic.#105559 
ne www.verdonsgutters.com © verdonsgutters@charter.net 
Fully Insured & Free Estimates 
CUSTOM MADE & INSTALLED CONTINUOUS SEAMLESS ALUMINUM GUTTERS & DOWNSPOUTS 


Roberts Roofs 


SPECIALIZING IN f/ 
Slate - Copper - Architectural Shingles 
Gutters - Historical Restoration 
Flat Roofs - SNOW REMOVAL 
A Trusted Name Since 1982 


413-283-4395 - Cell 413-237-9434 


www.RobertsRoofsinc.com 


6 SEAMLESS GUTTERS 


Over 30 Years 
Experience 
Family Owned & 
Operated 
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Consumers warn against online 
puppy sale scams 


By Kayleigh Thomas 
Correspondent 


LUDLOW — From an online consum- 
er’s computer screen, a photo of a puppy 
began to look, oddly, not so much like a Toy 
Poodle but rather a Jack Russell Terrier. 

An online scammer had swindled 
the buyer into purchasing a $3,000 puppy 
named Bella. When the buyer received the 
puppy, it was not what was expected. 

Online puppy scams have become 
commonplace and unsuspecting consumers 
typically have few or no options to get their 
money back. Already a dog owner herself, 
Rosemarie Laramee of Ludlow, ended up 
with Bella after she was ultimately rejected 
by the person who bought her, but was ex- 
pecting a Toy Poodle. 

“There are scammers on the internet 
looking to make a lot of money, but posting 
adorable pictures of purebred puppies and 
luring people into thinking they are getting 
that puppy when in fact, the puppy they re- 
ceive will probably not be the one pictured, 
because they are just out to get your mon- 
ey,’ Laramee warns. 

“This is a huge scam and almost all of 
those puppies come from puppy mills.” 

According to the Better Business Bu- 
reau website, cyber puppy scams have been 
on the rise — particularly since the begin- 
ning of the pandemic last year. 

“The COVID-19 pandemic has dra- 
matically increased demand for pets as 
people seek adding a pet to the family to 
ease the loneliness and tension of prolonged 
time at home,” the website says. 

“Many feel that they now have more 
time to train a puppy. With this rising de- 
mand has come a spike in pet scams, in 
which an online search ends with a would- 
be pet owner paying hundreds of dollars 
or more to purchase a pet that ultimately 
doesn’t exist. Better Business Bureau ad- 
vises extreme caution when shopping for a 
pet online, especially in light of scammers’ 
evolving tactics.” 

The fraudsters use tactics that make it 
seem as if they are giving customers a reg- 
istered purebred puppy of whatever breed 
they are looking for. Laramee notes that 
anything other than American Kennel Club 
registration papers can be meaningless. Ac- 
cording to the AKC marketplace website, 
they conduct thousands of kennel inspec- 
tions a year. 

Some pet shops operate in the same 
way as the online scammers, Laramee said. 

“They tell people all their dogs come 
from reputable breeders with registration 
papers,” she said. 


“However, pet shops will never give 
you AKC registration papers and if the pup- 
pies they sell come from out of state, that’s 
ared flag that they are poorly bred in a pup- 
py mill and may not be purebred, because 
puppy millers only want money and don’t 
have controlled breeding.” 

She explained one reason puppy mills 
are considered cruel and unethical. 

“They breed dogs over and over again 
until they can’t produce any more puppies 
and the health of the parents and puppies 
suffer from over breeding,” Laramee said. 

Bella is a puppy who came with Con- 
tinental Kennel Club papers that allegedly 


Courtesy photos 
Online scammers are bilking consumers 
out of thousands of dollars at a time by 
misrepresenting puppies they are selling, 
many of which come from cruel puppy 
mills. 


certified her as a purebred Toy Poodle, but 
Laramee said it means nothing. CKC stan- 
dard paper to be much more lenient than 
AKC, according to online sources, includ- 
ing Facebook groups dedicated to purebred 
dogs. 

“She may have a little poodle in her 
blood, but her hair, ears and behavior all 
say terrier and mostly Jack Russell Terrier,” 
Laramee said. 

She took Bella in after receiving a 
phone call from her groomer who was try- 
ing to find her a new home as soon as pos- 
sible. The previous owners had become un- 
interested in Bella after she lost the “puppy 
look,” the groomer explained. 

“That’s why so many of the puppies 
purchased on the internet end up in shelters 
or given away — because they are not what 
the purchaser thought they were and, buy- 


ing a puppy online is like playing Russian 
roulette,” Laramee said. 

“You can get a healthy puppy and 
you can also get a sickly pup, with genetic 
health issues, from poor breeding.” 

Laramee specified why someone want- 
ing a Toy Poodle would not be happy with a 
Jack Russell Terrier. 

“Jack Russell Terriers are a high-ener- 
gy dog compared to a low energy poodle,” 
she said. 

Laramee intends to have a DNA test 
done on Bella. 

“T know it will not say she is a Toy 
Poodle.” 

After spending time with Bella, Lara- 
mee began to notice more strange coinci- 
dences. For instance, Bella wouldn’t re- 
act to that name and Laramee eventually 
changed her name to “Honeybun.” Laramee 
noticed Honeybun had missing teeth and 
something odd about her spine. 

“T wouldn’t be surprised to find she has 
genetic defects,” Laramee said. 

Laramee received the breeder’s name 
and tried to do some research, but couldn’t 
find much. “There was a 24/7 cell phone 
number saying to call him anytime, with 
questions. I tried calling the number only to 
get a message saying that the number is no 
longer in service. He has already moved on 
after only a year,” she said. 

“The scammers who don’t get caught 
due to changing their information will 
move on because they think they have been 
found,” Laramee said, 

She is unaware if Honeybun’s orig- 
inal owner realizes they were scammed, 
but plans to let the person who fostered her 
know what she finds out about her health 
and what breed she is. 

Laramee suggests a safer way to search 
for puppies online to prevent such scams. 
The AKC website may be used to research 
reputable breeders for a breed that interests 
a buyer. Buyers have another option to find 
a certified club for that breed, such as the 
Bichon Frise of America Club. 

“Ask questions and interrogate the 
breeder and thoroughly check them out 
online and even call them with more ques- 
tions,” she said. 

“Ask how many breeds they breed and 
sell and if they tell you they have many 
breeds, then run, don’t walk, away from 
them. A reputable breeder only breeds one 
or two different breeds and only breeds a 
female once a year, until they are five or six 
years old,” she said. 

If you have any suspicions when 
searching for a puppy online, the AKC can 
be contacted at akcmarketplace @ akc.org. 
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Aworkshop on electrical safety tailored to various age groups was part of a recent Randall Boys 


& Girls Club camp experience. 


Electrical safety workshop at camp 


LUDLOW - Campers at the Randall Boys 
& Girls Club in Ludlow now have a leg up on 
the ins and outs of electrical safety, thanks to an 
educational program taught by safety expert Ray 
Gouley from the R.F. Gouley Company. 

The program is sponsored by the Lud- 
low-based Massachusetts Municipal Wholesale 
Electric Company. 

This year, 100 children aged three to 13 from 
the towns of Ludlow, Chicopee, Holyoke, Hun- 
tington, Indian Orchard, Longmeadow, Spring- 
field, Three Rivers, Thorndike, and Wilbraham 
participated in the program. MMWEC has spon- 
sored the workshop for more than 13 years and 
also holds a similar electrical and gas pipeline 
safety presentation with the Ludlow Senior Cen- 
ter annually. 

This year’s safety presentations were adapt- 
ed to comply with COVID standards. Instead of 
indoor lessons, all of the safety sessions were 
held outdoors so Gouley and the campers could 
socially distance. 

Gouley begins the safety presentations by 
playing campers an interactive instructional vid- 
eo where they can participate with cartoon char- 
acters to identify nine electricity-related dangers 
such as flying kites near a power line or over- 
loading electrical outlets. After the video portion, 
Gouley shows the campers props from actual 
electrical accidents, such as a super soaker water 
gun that melted after it was aimed at a power line, 
and shares real life stories of electrical incidents. 

To reinforce the importance of electric safe- 
ty practices, Gouley finishes the presentation by 
quizzing campers against one another on the safe- 
ty knowledge they learned and presents awards 
for correct answers. 

The presentations are catered for differ- 
ent age groups. Preschoolers, the youngest age 
group, are taught a simple phrase “Stop, Think, 
and Stay Away” to use in response to electrical 
emergencies. They are also introduced to a car- 
toon character called “Mr. Ouch” who identifies 
where the electric danger is in certain situations. 

Older campers are given more detailed in- 


structions of what to do in the event of an elec- 
trical accident or emergency, such as remaining 
three poles away from a downed wire or how and 
when to call 911. 

The safety presentations concluded with 
a visit from employees from the South Hadley 
Electric Light Department (SHELD). Peter Je- 
sionowski, working foreman, and Curtis Hoye, 
lineworker apprentice, brought SHELD’s bucket 
truck to the Boys and Girls Club so preschool- 
ers could see the truck in action. Jesionowski 
and Hoye demonstrated to the campers how the 
bucket truck works and how they use the truck to 
fix power lines in the event of electrical accidents 
and power outages. 

Randall Boys & Girls Club President and 
CEO Mechilia Salazar said the safety presenta- 
tions leave a lasting impression on the campers, 
including her own son. 

“The best indicator that a lesson worked is 
when you hear a child incorporates a part of a les- 
son hours or even days later into a real life situa- 
tion,” Salazar said. 

“With all the thunderstorms we’ve been hav- 
ing, I was reminded of this when I was preparing 
my seven-year-old son for bed one night. As soon 
as he saw lightning out of our window, he start- 
ed repeating some of the safety tips that he had 
learned from safety presentations at the Boys and 
Girls Club.” 

MMWEC CEO Ron DeCurzio said this 
year’s presentations were especially timely since 
more children and adults are staying home and 
using more electricity due to the pandemic. 

“Educating children of all ages about elec- 
trical safety is crucial to help avoid potentially 
dangerous situations,’ DeCurzio said. 

MMWEC is a non-profit, public corporation 
and political subdivision of the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts created by an Act of the Gen- 
eral Assembly in 1975 and authorized to issue 
debt to finance a wide range of energy facilities. 
MMWEC provides a variety of power supply, fi- 
nancial, risk management and other services to 
the state’s consumer-owned, municipal utilities. 


ENJOY WORKING IN A CLEAN, MODERN, TEMPERATURE-CONTROLLED ENVIRONMENT! 


YOU’VE GOT TO BE A LITTLE 


——— 
PP PPP PLP LLL CCA PPrer 


USL 
TO WORK HERE 


EXCELLENT EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES ARE CLOSER THAN YOU THINK 


Sanderson MacLeod in Palmer, MA, is growing and we’re seeking folks who want 

to enjoy an exciting twist in their career and are looking for steady employment in 

a unique work environment. If you’d like to join our team of dedicated brush experts, 
apply today even if you have no brush-making experience - we'll train you! 


i§ OPTIM 


BENEFITS THAT GIVE BACK WHAT YOU PUT IN. 


Our OPTIM Bonus Program allows employees 
who qualify to earn weekly bonuses and pay 
raises based on goals that are in their control. 


FULL-TIME AND SEASONAL POSITIONS ARE AVAILABLE 
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Leaders | in Twisted Wire Brushes 
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APPLY ONLINE AT SANDERSONMACLEOD.COM/CAREERS 
OR CALL 413-213-3443 


